January 29, I960 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
3610 10th Avenue 
Racine, Wisc on sin 

Dear Kenj 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have 
written to Walter Breen and Lynn Glaser suggesting 
we all combine forces with respect to a book on 
the 180U dollar which your organization might wish 
to publish. John Ford telephoned me and, in the 
course of the conversation, suggested this combin¬ 
ation as being an effective way to present the 
various ideas of all concerned. Will you give 
me your reaction to it. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.HEWMAN 


E?H/atb 





Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1 2 2 0 MOUND AVENUE, II A C I N E, WISCONSIN 

February 3, I960 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
645>0 Cecil Avenue 
St, Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

It T s always nice to hear from you, I certainly am glad to learn 
that you are willing to help us with the book on the 180I4. dollars. 

Let me bring you up to date on what has taken place already: Lynn 
Glaser is a nice young fellow who is doing a fine job with his numis¬ 
matic research. He first contacted me in September at the suggestion 
of Dr. Steffanelli, who knew that I had quite a file of information 
on the *04 dollars. Lynn and I at first decided to collaborate on a 
story to be run in the SCRAPBOOK magazine and perhaps later reprinted 
for the WHITMAN dollar coin reference series. 

Now it has developed that Walter Breen is going to help us with the 
book and since we are also now adding your talents, I feel that we 
should make this book the ultimate story on this unique period of ] 

mint history and really produce a worth-while book. I have in mind 
a 128-page hard cover book that will sell for about $2. Something 
like the WHITMAN books on Canadian and Roman coins. 

The authors will be Lynn Glaser, Walter Breen, yourself and myself. 

The money that WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY ordinarily pays the author 
of such a book will be divided amongst the three of you. This will 
probably amount to something like $100 apiece. Of course, WHITMAN 
PUBLISHING COMPANY will stand all of the expenses of photography and 
the printing and distribution of the book, etc. 

If all of this sounds agreeable to you, then let f s go ahead full 
steam with the book. I should have my notes all together and in | 

pretty good shape by next week and I will send copies of them to you 
and everyone else concerned. After that point, we will start com¬ 
paring notes and try to get the text written. 

I will be sure to keep in touch with you AS things develop on this subject 


1 sever 



KEB:jam 


Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING CO 






February 8, I960 


Mr* Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua Hoad 
Lafayette Hill, ?a. 

Dear Lynn; 

I realise that 128 pages sounds Ilk© a rather big book* X sup¬ 
pose that you know 128 .pages happens to oosoe out exactly right 
for the printer in planning the proper number of signatures that 
go into a book* If w© have a hard sever bool:, it will have to 
bo this sisej however, there are ways to stretch the manuscript 
or if we have to-make fewer pages, wa could perhaps use a heavier 
grade of paper and mak© th© book appear thicker. 

Here is a rather tentative plan that I have, and the reason why 
I believe we shoul shoot for 128 pfeges, ’With th© introduction 
and all of the junk that appears in the front of the book, we 
would actually start on page 8. Then with a couple of blanks and 
an indox in the back, we will have used up 11 pages before we even 
begin the book. The material that I have on the pedigree of each 
piece to go aIon with a full page picture of th© obverse and re¬ 
verse of each specimen will take up another thirty pages at least, 
which only leaves us C7 pages to fill at this point* "Figure another 
txtfonly pages at least for the story of the l8ol 1 s and at least seven 
■cages for the 1801 to 1803*8 and say another twenty for th© Gobrecht’a 
and that loaves us with only forty pages to fill for our story about 
the re striking of all of the other dollars and. miscellaneous patterns* 
I don’t see where w© will have any trouble with that. 

We work very closely with Lee Hewitt and so w© would not want him 
to be unhappy about anything. However, ho Is a very understanding 
fellow anc I feel sure that he will go alon . with our plan, ©specially 
since you and Walter are going to ive him some other manuscripts. 

I agree with you that we must leave out all of the worthless typo 
articles that have boon printed about the * Oil’s, although perhaps 
, we should review several of the typical ones. I have found several 
ity articles that contain authoritative information and I feel that we 
could publish these In their complete form. 





I have no Idas how much longer it will take u# to finish the 
article sine© I do not know what fric tfewmac ha® in rilrsd, My 
work is just about done and I know that Walter works very quickly. 

So perhaps It will not take us too much longer to finish the manu- 
script. We will be able to print it almost immediately as soon as 
the editorial wor t is done, so X should guess we cowl' have the 
book definitely done by this year*. 

jvoT 

Wo wovl-Vbe able to use uhOtographio reproductions of the coins. 

■vo could, however, have the book printed by the lithographic nrocoas, 
which does a very fine job on pictures and if we take"a full page 
for the obverse and reverse of each coin, one above the other, that 
would mean that we would enlarge the coins to about three inches in 
diaraftey, X think this would give us all of the detail that we need. 

If wo still need to fill up extra space, we coulc run those enlarge¬ 
ment e in th® back of the book and use a normal stzo picture of each 
coin along with the text* 

H©garding th© gold and silver rostrikos of the 1-BOlj '.agio, Walter 
-maintains that the saunfipupehe s wore used on t ile coin as wen. .:Sod 
for th© iBol: do liars, so it world ba quit© Important to include this 
along with our story, X have seen both of these coins and X do not 
agree with Walter* s theory, 'lowevar, I have novar had the opportunity 
to compare th© dollar and the fegle at the same time and I have rarely 
found Walter to he wrong on any of his statements, so I would suggest 
twat we pursue this to th© bitter and, 

X feel that we must also mention th© other patterns that wore struck 
during this scandalous ora of mint history, since they are all so 
closely related and wore probably all struck by th# same persons. 

I like flew&sn* a suggested title for the book. It is descriotlvo and 
has a popular tone to it, I fool that you*#** using th© word w Chicanery 
while accurate, ma- not convey our theme to the average ootentlal 
buyer of our book. Your suggestions for public1sing the book do not 
fit In with the WHITMAN policy. Rest assured we will rive the book th© 
full treatment of WHITMH advertising* 

Listing the relative condition of each lollar is not too important. 

If It gets to be a controversial matter, we had better not put much 
emphasis on it unless wo can examine all of th© nieces together and 
wake a definite decision on their condition. *'arhaps /alter *3 recol¬ 
lection of the coins will suffice. 

I have traced the 1801 to 1803 proof collars back to 13?6. They were 
first displayed January 26 at the Jewett Sale. Hasoltlne had them 
and said that they cam© from England, Ho also, had an iSOii with the 
collection. Th© piece was "not■1at©d w and was offered at 600 






>3- 


(probably the spocimen that went to Adams the next year for $£®) * 

At any rate, X feel certain that Haseliine had much bo o with the 
ori -in of the lG $8 rostrikes* With "hie In mind, reread his state¬ 
ment in the !90*f TriM~r."A?I?>T page IOJ 4 * can now so© that his 
whole letter was a complete lie and this may give major importance 
to his statement that the Idler dollar could not b© a mint restrike 
when he said* "Suppose the officials in the United States Mint titruek 
off say half a dozen lSQJi oilers at a later period* say forty years 
aro* n If all of the rest of his .letter was false, perhaps this one 
statenenf was the absolute truth* 

1 sever 


Kenneth 1* Brossett 
Numismatic Editor 

Mvnm pvbbboto company 

KEBljam 

ecs Krlc Newman ^ 

Walter ~Br©en 






February 8, i960 


r. Kenneth. Bressett 

V h 1 tman uhli m< 1 ng Co» 

1220 sued A vents© 
ii&oioe, Wisconsin 

Dear lea* 

I a* wry pleased tilth your letter of February 3 indicating 
that the 1801* dollar matter will probably bo the subject of 
an independent book rather thaa a aerie® of articles in the 

Scrapbook first. It can b© a very important numismatic con¬ 
tribution if well arranged, noil Illustrated, and logically 
written. Its scope must bo carefully agreed to as Glaser seems 
to want to include l66!*-5 fr&a© iqillare, Qobreebt restriko, 
proof dollar restrike© of X81G-58, etc. I would like to in¬ 
clude the 1001-2-3 dollar restrikes, the »180U half dollar®, 
tbs 180b :&gle re strike, and the 1833-14-5 half dollar re strikes 
because they are tied in with the I8bit dollar. I have an open 
mind but feel that everything included should have eone thing 
reasonably related to the l80k dollars (original, fakes, or 
subsequent restrike© of the fakes). 

I hfave only three fundamental requirements* 

1. that all prior work on tbs be recognised in foot¬ 

notes, bibliography, cr test. 

2. ffeet no attempt to make, or Xogitimaiis© the X80h dollar 
be made if the facts are clear that its di«s were made 
about 10liO for the minting of a spurious coin. 

3 . that all authors be satisfied a© to the specific teach 
to be published. 

£ay eoepedsution for alter or-Lynn must b© satisfactory to 
them and I was hopeful that you could afford more than yon 
indicate, possibly os a percentage of sales basis, neither 




2 February $, I960 

tfr* Segnotti Brest?© it 

w^ltmua Publishing Co* 


the *ric F. Hew^aa H«oistatic Education ociety nor myself, 
personally, will expect any compensation oth<?r then out-of- 
pocket expense* 

l^as© let me know, promptly, if you have photos of the 
1601-2-3 dollar reatrihee or of the 1833-k-S restrike half 
dollars, or if v:alter or hynn has* 

I look forward to the receipt of your notes* 

ie is going to be fun and I am going to sharpen ray wit for 
the occasion* 


Cordially, 


mxc ?*■ tdifflAS 

h/atb 

CCj r. Walter Breen 
tr* Lynn 31a oer 




February 1$ 9 I960 


Mr. Ken Bressett 
36X0 10 th Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 

hear Kens 

I received.your documentation of the existing Specimens of 
the 180k dollar and a copy of your letter of February 8 to 
Glaser* -I realise the documentation is the result of a 
tremendous amount of work* I will have the Davlg~Gr&wea 
auction number for you shortly, 

Thrre is a great deal of work which appears to be necessary 
and this publication* In' my opinion, should not be rushed. 

the juxtaposition of the obverse and reverse on each coin 
ehotild be determined, if possible, as this will show the 
fact that the coins were struck at different times because 
they are, apparently, at different angles on different 
specimens, i moor taut.. thing is to obtain a plaster 

cast of ,the lettering os the. edges, X have a cast of the 
mint piece and Ir.Judd promised to make a cast of the Heed 
piece. Bo any of you boys have the detail as to which edge 
letters are crushed or damaged and whether the edge letters 
are genuine? 

I would be surprised if waiter said that the 180k dastrike 
Fagle has the same letter punches as the 1.80k dollar, I am 
studying a specimen of the l80k Eagle, in silver, which 
elongs to Br.Judd end each number appears to be different* 

I would foe definitely opposed to republishing any of the 

previously written material on the 180k dollar as thrre is 
too little accuracy to talk about. It is perfectly all right 
to discuss and interpret excerpts but as far as anything which 
Chapman or Hchl state in their catalogues I am sure that 
accuracy was in no way to interfere with salesmanship. 




Page 2 

Hr* Ken Bressett 


February If;, I960 


The portion of ay work will be sksmn drc l to show that the dies 
for the iSOli dollar, as weXX as the dies for the 1801, 1802, 
and 1803 re strikes, were prepared in the 181*0 period and not 
prepared in lSoiu If this can ba convincing the word w restrike K 
should be thrown out the window and the coins called "artificial 
mint frauds." There is so little in previous literature to 
infer that the die a were not viade in 180U that it is shameful. 

I have just photographed ray 180b half dollir and believe that 
and ray altered date 180U dollar should be included to illustrate 
the deliberate alterations. 


My kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPK/atb 


BBIC ?. HF Vi MAH 


CCs Mr. halter Breen 
’?r. byna Glaser 





Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1 2 2 0 MOUND AVENUE , H A C I N E, W I S C 0 N SIN 


February 16, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

[{.00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I was very happy to receive your letter of February 8 and to learn 
that you are willing to work with us on the l80lj_ Dollar book. I 
think that all of us have about the same type of book in mind and 

I am sure that we can get together on what should be included in 

this book, even though our ideas seem to be a little divided at 
this point. 

I am sure that we all agree on the three fundamental requirements 

that you outlined in your letter. The decidision as to exactly 

which coins should be discussed in our book may have to wait until 
we are a little further along with our research and can tell exactly 
which coins were struck (or re struck) in connection with the l 80 lj_ 

Dollars. 

It was our original intention to concentrate on restruck or fabricated 
dollars, however, we may^Jcfe extend this a little to include the Eagle 
of l 80 lp if those dies were made with the same date and star punches. 
Perhaps we should also include the 1833-^-5 half dollars, as you sug¬ 
gested, inasmuch as they must have been made at the same time and 
for the same purpose. I have never seen any of these restrike half 
dollars. The only specimens that I know of are in the Smithsonian 
collection. I do not have photographs but I am sure that Dr. Stef- 
fanelli can get these for us. 

The reason that we contemplate listing the l88ij.-5 trade dollars is, 
as I mentioned above, because we planned originally to concentrate 
on dollars only. I have no objection to changing our train of thought 
on the subject matter that we will cover in the book as long as the 
basic story centers around the surreptitious issuing of the l80i|. Dollars. 

I hardly think that we want to go into the complete story of all of 
the coins that were restruck or fabricated in the mint during the 
period from 18 I 4 .O to 1880, but maybe we will have to before we are 
finished. 
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Perhaps we will only be able to cover the minting activities of cer¬ 
tain individuals—if we can determine exactly who was responsible for 
these coins. The 1804 dollars seem to be the work of William Du Bois, 
Joseph Eckfeldt, Dr, H, R. Linderman, Colonel A. L, Snowden, and Mr, 

J, W. Hazeltine. Maybe we should only be concerned with the pieces 
that they made. 

In 1857 many of the old dies found their way outside of the mint and 
people like Dr. Dickeson, J, W. Hazeltine, Ed Cogan, William Idler 
and J. J. Mickley issued quite a bunch of junk also. If we leave their 
activities out, then we will have at least narrowed the field down 
considerably. 

My suggestion would be to include only the following items in our 
book: The 1801-02-03-Ok proof dollars; the restruck Gobrechts; the 

proof dollars of 1840-1858; the proof half dollars of 1833-34-35 
and the 1804 Eagle. 

Whether or not we mention the half cents of the l840 ! s, the 1827 
quarters, and the 1856 Plying Eagle cent, etc., can be left up to the 
rest of you to decide. I am not in favor of including the 1804 half 
dollar unless it is only to mention the fact that dollars or 

half dollars were coined with the date 1804 in that year regardless 
of what the mint records indicate. I believe that it is pretty well 
known that the 1804 half dollar from the Haines and Dr. Lewis Sale 
was an altered date; even though it brought $1,000 at the Lewis Sale 
in 1883 (the coin was even noted as "probably an alteration" in that 
sale). 

This certainly does look as though it is going to be a lot of fun 
and I am sure that the completed book will be a worth-while undertaking. 
Perhaps we should all try to decide first just what subject we are 
going to cover and then we can go at it full blast. 

* sever 

Kenneth E. Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEB:jam 


cc: Lynn Glaser 
Walter Breen 



.^LiTyK' Y&ns*€>-*t (5£a, c -u 


- CijbsiJL 
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February 18, I960 


Mr. Lynn G-laser 

3012 Joshua Road 

Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania 


I was quit© surprised at your opinion that the lettered edge 
restrikes were made in 1876, I can trace an electro of Idler*s 
coin back to 10/25/1875, and Rer »s coin also back to 1875* My 

feeling is that these coins were made between i860 and 1868* I 

pi also of the opinion that the dies were destroyed in 1868, Thar© 
Is one other possibility, however, that I have not overlooked; 
Could not all of the "restrlkes" have been made in 1858-9, some of 
toe coins were brought back to the mint, but nothing says that 
they were destroyed—perhaps at some later date, say 1875, the 
lettering was added to these coins. This could account for the 
bungled effect* Of course, this is just one theory and I am not 

claiming that it is right but it is something that we could keep 

in mind. Another alternative would be that coins were struck 
both with and without a lettered edge in 1856-9 and this would 
account for the piece that went to England and then came back as 
the Berg specimen. 

I have seen stories about the plain edge coins bein'- offered for 
prices from 25 to 200. The 875 price that liehols paid is the 
only positive record that I have, and this price doesn't aoem out 
of line. 




Thank*■ f$v ’ the -Inf qNjs i&on about.- BuPont-. I do not know if Amon 
Garter* o '' father ever - ' owned bis coin* i plan to check with Arson 
by telephone as soon as I can catch him at home* 

Government authorities stopped the Lin de naan tele because it was 
full of restrikes and patterns that supposedly never should have 
left the mint. These were the coins that they removed from his 
collection before .allowing the rest of it to be sol .* 'the bit 
question Is, Why didn't they'take the lOOli dollar? 

I have never seen Hftseltl-ne'-e statement that he saw the iBOl. dies 

and I have never heard anything about an explosion at the mint* 
Tl9B.Be 1 t roe know whore you fount this Information. 

I guess with all that I have written to you in the past month you 
should have olenty to talk over with Walter when you see him next 
weekend, I do hop© that you can tot some of these problems 

resolved. We exnecially need to be in agreement on what coins 
will be mentioned in our ook, who was Implicated In the 1004 scan' 
dal and when th© class 111 coins were struck* 

* sever 


-th k* Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEBj jam 

Walter Breen 


cos 







Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1 2 2 0 MOUND AVENUE, li A C I N E, WISCONSIN 


February 18, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks for your latest letter which I received yesterday. I 
think we could save a little time if you would address your 
letters to me here at the WHITMAN office. 

I agree with everything that you said in your letter, especially 
the part about not rushing this book, since I feel that our 
story should be authoritative enough to end this controversy 
once and for all. 

Sorry, but I do not have data on any of the 1804 edge inscriptions 
other than the notes that I made in my pedigree list. 

I am happy to have your explanation as to why you wanted to men¬ 
tion the 1804 half dollar. I definitely think that we should 
include a picture of this and a picture of a nice altered dollar. 

I have one photo now of an altered dollar that is very deceptive; 
even the stars are in nearly the correct position. I had also 
thought that perhaps we would include a picture of the alteration 
made by Bolen--the specimen in the ANS. 

You were certainly very generous to suggest that the author* s 
fee for this book be divided between Lynn and Walter. I was a 
little surprised when you mentioned the Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society, since I had never heard of this before. Would 
you be willing to tell me about this sometime. 

* sever 

Oi_ 


KEB:jam 


Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 



Thur • Aft erno on 

fnzJjr \ J 


Dear Ken: 

Thanks for your letter and the photos of the 01,2,5 restrike 
dollars. 


About what coins we ajre {join to include: If we are going to 
include the 53,4,5 restrike halfs we snould include all of the restruck 
silver. If we don’t it will lead to people getting wrong ideas about 
the restruck stuff we didn’t include, they might begin to t i : il 
legit., especially with the help of a few dealers that nave it on hand. t f : 

I don’t have any objections to includeing all of the restruck a|id , A j 



copp&^for another 


fraudentiy issued silver, ,/e could leave the gold and' c 
iono. I think we could handle tills in 12o ps. We should iklso omitt 
any mentions of pattern chicanery in this one* such of that would be 
tied i with oldiod sets anst and so on a think we could easially fill 
126ps. with ’regular is3&S^SSieanery• -aijiely; 04 / orig ti restrike, 
01,2,3 0% restrike, restruck Gobrechts, (dollars n halves) nestruck 
40-52 restrucn proof dollars ( 50 ? original or restrike??) 1827 restruck 
quarter, 1866 quarter ?? with no motto above eagle. 3/ silver a 1/2 dime 
restrikes * On second thought maybe we should limit this to do 11a rF ^ 


exclusively aoagaagdagg The otherx^hilf r havek to wait knnk there is too 
much of it, scads of it. So why don’t we just include tj/b) dollars 
h half dollars o ly„ This would probably fit well into 128 ps. vilgfc/ 
no unnecessaiy filler. I am staLl in favor of leaving out the the pattern 
dollars h half dollar:: (except of course the famous Gobrecht ones») 
these we could treat seperately, later. Whats the objection to listing 
the 84 5 trades? Unless we find that real looking coins were made by 
Picnenson etc. I think we should leave out their activities as most of 
the things they made were, not sasially nistaked for regular coins and 
wouldn’t seem to fit into exactly the same cata^oxy as the others. 

I don’t want to include the 04 eagle since tuat would cone under gold 
restrikes even though they were struck in silver. In other words lets 
include restruck §r fraudently issued &. g. 04 orig ... 84,.^5 trades) 


Oh hell, I don’t knew what we should include. 1 guess the most 
natural barrier would be all dollars and half doliars(patterns regular 


issues etc^ that were restrutek or fraudcntly issued* hveiy thin else 


we could leave till later. But lets not get of onto altered dates now, 
or tuff like that silly 1806 half dollar obv. die press into some 
lead with a 12/ stamp embossing die pressed on the back. Or missalenious 
squozeings etc. e can’t go into all that. How does thii 


sound; 







I. like this idee, because among other tilings 1 think it will probably 
fit well into lid ps. without any unnecessary filler. All cur writing 
can ue breif “*£ consist. This way wo will Be if anything a little 





craapodt if any ,p±h^ and I think it will improve the quality of the 

book. Walter and I will start work on ime Gobrecth halves when he comes ! 

dowrn on the 2pih. Send any info you have that was not in waiter*! Gobreci 


monograpri, -op .any questions you want 
tlim-p. /alter will probably read all 
forgotten. , 

Best. 


ask. For that matter send any— 
W -mil on this so it won’t be 



c « c . r o pr ic 1 ;c man 






February 26, I960 


Mr, Lynn Glaser 

3012 Joshua Hoad 

Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania 

Dear Lynn: 

From the sound of your letter I think that you are jumping to 
conclusions in many Instances and wo are going to have to^go 
very carefully from this point on to be sure that we include 
nothing but established facts in our story about the 18Oli dollars. 

To get to the true facts about this story, we wil have to reed 
and consider many stories that are not true and try to com© to 
some conclusions about what really took place, but for heaven’s 
sake, let’s try to be careful and document any conclusive, state¬ 
ments that we make about these coins, 

X am not prepared to indicate yet when tho Class XIX coins were 
struck, however, your date of 16 76 cannot be rlmht since ' r can 
traco both these coins and the IbOl, 02, and Q3“proofs back to 
L c 75t I don*t believe that Chapman ever said that they were struck 
In X 76, I think he said that he was offered some about that time. 
There were none of the 1801, 02, and 03 collars in the Linderman sale 

^he rust spots on the reverse of the M restrike” dollars aro goirjg 
to be very important to us. It is so easy to be deceived by photo¬ 
graphs that one of us is going to have to examine several of these 
coins before we can reach any conclusions. It i3 entirely possible 
that the Class III coins were struck before the plain edge s eci- 
men. It could also be possible for the Claos III coins to have 
been struck after the plain edge mint specimen and the rust spot 
partially removed by polishing the lies. This could also account 
for the fact that the stars are somewhat flatter on these coins. 

In any event, how arc,we going to explain the fact that this re¬ 
verse die ever became rusted? Was this die made in the 1838-1642 
period alon* with the original lies or was the die made much later 
and the rust soots purposely put on there to make people think that 
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these were old dies that had bean laying around the mint since 
180i|.5 and finally, when were the l801 s 02 and 03 dies made? My 
guess is that all of these dies were made at one time, probably 
1838 to 181*2* 

I do not share the same Ideas as you about the lettered a- : ges. 

The equipment could have been still at the mint in 1838 inasmuch 
as it was being used on the half dollars until 1836. Apparently, 
the equipment was not still available for subsequent gtrtkings, 

edges on the Class III coins may have been faked by hand punch¬ 
ing thorn, ¥© should be able to find the answer to this after’ 

Eric completes his study of the edges, 

I have never heard of a collection of counterfeit coins in the 
mint, I should imagine that the Treasury Department or the Secret 
Service Department would b© in charge of this. The book that I 
mentioned to you would be only concerned with struck copies of 
United States coins. However, I do not plan to do anything about 
this until much later in the year. 

* sever 


Kenneth 1* 3re3sett 
Numismatic Editor 
“ WHITMAN .Ptm-LISHING COMPANY 

KEBs jam 

cc: Halter Breen 
Eric Newman ir? 






SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


February 26, i960 


Mr. Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 



your letter of January 11th, and I certainly ewe you an apolory tor it. 

The delay ie due to the lack of; secretarial hei' and to our exhibits 

program. 

To the best of my knowledge we have no electrotype co ies of the 
1804 silver dollar. 1 believe that at one time Stack in New York had 
one of these EfcBois co dee. 

The die alignment on the lettered edge "original" l p 04 dollar is f|. 
The "0" in 1804 la aligned with "E« in STATES. The plain edged 1804 
dollar, struck, as you know, in 1858 on a Swiss Shooting Tower (Bated 185?) 
shows a die alignment; . The "0" in 1804 is aligned with the second 
"T" in STATES. 

We will prepare photographs of the proof half-dollars dated 1833. 

1834, and 1835. as requested. They were certainly restrueK, since this 
is the only explanation for th identical reverse die used for these coins. 

How is your work progressing* on the glide book? 1 noticed that 
certain saalu oversights persist from edition to edition. For instance. 
Page 58, Thomas Sirch, and Page 92, I. Chalrers (correct initial is *?.)< 
Pape 36 , you may wish to include Eric Nowrjsr *3 recent conclusions of the 
manufacture of the Nova Constellstio coppers in Birmingham (Thomas Wyon). 

I do not believe that you can consider the 1849 Double Eagie, or the 
190? high relief plain edge, or the 190? high relief lettered edge Double 
Eagles as regular issues. Nor ia the 1913 Liberty Head nickel. *j-so, the 
issued number "16" for the 190? high relief lettered edge Double Eagle 
probably needs revision: 20 or 22? I mention these few instances only as 
reminders that there are details to be corrected although I am fully 
aware that you are certainly better informed in this field than myself* 


Sincerely yours 



V. Clain-Stefanelui 
Curator 

Division of Numismatics 









THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 
BALTIMOIB — 18 , HA&YLAND 


DKPA1TMENT OF FINE AUTS 


March 6, i 960 


hr® Kenneth E« Breasett 
Whitman Fubliahing Company 
1220 Mound Avemit 
Recine, WiHOOCH in 


Dear Mr. Bressetti 

Tou are the umpteenth person to seek information about our lBOh 
dollar® I presume you are all getting together, but it dote - like much ado about 
nothing® 

I ahallt endeavor to give you aa accurate a description as possible of the edge* 
which to all intents and puiposes reads ONE * - DOLLAR * * OR * < UNIT [ ] “ [ 1 
« » * HUNDRED [ ] o [ j °if ) * * CENTS * a fne as ter is ks are stars; tne square^ 

brackets represent raotangles; and the circumflex accent is exactly the shape of the 
mrk that is there, which imybe is the top of an 0, which separates the rectangles in 
the following ornament® Starting at the beginningi 


0 good; I heavy diagonal, only trace of r® vert® at top, left very weak? E good; 


B no bottow; 0 weak at lower left; L weak at bottom; L weaker than preceding, with only 
turned up point at r® end of horizontal dear; A deep and quite blurred - presumably 
double struck; R clear, but nay be slightly cut off at bottom a 

0 slightly weak at bottom; R poor - looks more like B or S. 



V very weak at lower left; N good; I a bit double at top and no bottom; T good; 

second rectangle in pattern has no bottom line* 


H is dear, but line dear across top; U double ; N double; D missing at bottom; 

R misslag a lightly at left bottom; E strokes run together at r», so looks more like B; 
D good, but may be sligtly double® 

C only faintest trace of curve; E completely missing; N very slight trace of upper 
part of left vertical and attached diagonal; T very slight trace of upright; S 

dear, but weak at bottom® 



To surnmarlis, looking at it from a slight distance without magnificat! on, the 
ornament and HUNDRED is all that one could distinguish. If one did not know what 

was there® I feope this makes sene sort of sense to you® 



According to John V® Garrett*s notes, the coin was acquired by his father from the 
Berg Coll® in 1883® Mr* T® Harrison Garrett died in 1888® His collections, books, 
prints, seine, art, etc®, were sort of stashed away for awhile, however, since he 
left nc will® On their mother*s death in 1921, by mutual agreement the two brothers, 
John and Robert, split up their father’s collections, according to their own interests? 
Jotet taking thf books and coins® That portion which was unfortunately stored in the 
Garrett Building down town wee destroyed in the Baltimore fire of 190U, and many’s the 
tear I’ve thed over the check on the collection after that event® 

I trust that thin will at 9 mr your questions® 




tabeih 







Lion. Afternoon 

j/'/ia 

fear Kent 


V alter and I got some work done on the boo./, over the v;oen~ 
end. Among other tilings ■./. convinced me to go along with the 
*04 $ and its satileits idea. This will leave out ny 84 trade 
/ idee.. Oir plan now is to - includes 01,2,8,4 res trines 04 /j 
restruck Gobrecht #sCfjj35X 1/2#s, *33~p6(?) proof halve.,, and the 
do Hewing patterns: J-2f4, J-11p2, J-1420,J-1470; also 184G-£2 mG4 
restruck proofs, be think all of these coins wore -jade pretty 
much bp the same people. 

18 f /6: You were right Chapman did sap- tin.:,, were offered in 76 
not necessurly struck then. But we must remember that some of the 
above mentioned patterns were struck then, an. they werescfcfc the 
same sort of coin. However 1 am willing, to gi/o ground on the 

point and an willing to go along with you. 

It is net possible thal3^h§“iype Ills were struck before the 

Type ils if they were the die wouldnbt be buckeled as it is on 
the Type Ills but not very much on the Type 1; .... far as the 
stars being flatter, we may have to mark that up to buckelec 
dies, I don*t know. 


Walter and I agree that some one will have tq era...line the 
coins. 17e think mils idea about checking' the degree of rotation 
of ' : ke reverse dues IS great, be should do ic on 11 the specimens 
we can, At the same time the edge lettering thing isn’t that 
valuable Vk thinks that they had a complete edge lettering bar 


all the time but just didn’t know how to use it', since in most 
places it seems to be a matter of the lettering being doubled etc. 
■■■by had punch the edges of* the 0$rpe Ills? It unlikely that 
some one would make mistakes doing that 


^bey probably wouldn’t have tine necessary punches any way. 
up old theory of the edge lettering determinig different strikin- s 
is out the window. 


1 doubl; if the rust spots were purposely put on the dies, 
iris would ..eke it look like restriking from ole dies. These 
pieces seemed to have been made with the intention of passing the 
■as originaIs.Bes AA 





March 9, 


1960 


Mr* Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua Road 
Lafayette Hill, Pa* 

Dear Lynns 

Mice to have your latest letter and to learn that you and 
Walter got something accompli shed on your weekend together* 

The list of coins that you have outlined to include in our 
article sounds pretty good. Of course we may have to add 
or subtract from this list before we finish, 

X seem to-be making pretty good progress on my end of this 
and X am still turning up interesting bits of information and 
revisions to my original outline of owners. X am enclosing a 
new sheet on the Rosenthal specimen to replace the old one 
that contained many errors* 

X am also sending a couple of pages explaining my theory that 
the 1804 dollars must have been made C1839-1841, by William 
DuBois and possibly Jacob Bckfeldt, for the purpose of adding 
a specimen to the infant Mint Collection and to supplement the 
Collection by trading for other rare coins* 

In trying to determine when the plain edge restrikes were 
coined, X have traced definite references back, to 1866 and 1 
have just turned up correspondence from the Boston Numismatic 
Society to the mint complaining that mint officials had offered 
some of these coins to their members* NO doubt Major Nichols 
was involved in this episode* This correspondence was dated 
1861 and apparently touched off the investigation that caused 
these pieces to be returned to the mint* X am tracing this 
further, both through June Pond, who is checking the Boston 
Numismatic Society minutes and through waiter Thompson, who 
is sending me copies of the correspondence from the National 
Archives* 






There are two other sources of information that need to be 
explored as soon as possibles Farran zerbe’s notes, which 1 
believe Lou Werner now has, and the notebooks and records of 
william DuBoia which were given to the American Philosophical 
Society, It would seem as if Walter would be the ideal person 
to try and examine the zerbe notes and Eric would be the logical 
person to go through the DuBols notebooks. 

This is getting to be more fun than a mystery thriller, X have 
learned the die alignment of three specimens, but will have 
to see more before X can draw any conclusions, X am anxious 
to have notes on the material gathered by Eric and waiter to 
see how far they have progressed and combine their theories 
and information with mine. 



Kenneth s. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WdXTMMi PUBLISHING* COMPANY 


KSBijam 

ccs waiter Breen 
Brie Newman 






Harsh' 9 , 1960 


H r . Keim«tb 3re it 

3610 10 tli ^v®nu© 

Ba r ir>.e, Wisconsin 

dear ;'.em 

corrosiondene© of our gang la ver^ fascinating arid shows 
how such is still to be done the 10Oh dollar at&ttejr, 

I have mow ©xaained the edge lettering on three of the iBah 
dollars, the S^itbsonl&n piece, the ?faesaehus*1&ts Historical 
piece, and the Heed piece. I ass thoroughly convinced that 
the edge lettering is legitimate and was applied before the 
coin was struck and that the edge lettering was crushed 
against a plain circular collar when the coin was struck* 

*he diameter of these iSoh dollars is virtually the same aa 
the ld 03 dollars vhlch were struck without « collar* fhe collar 
van necessary^ because of the excessive pressure btwsattwe of 
the ©teamed*! %©» machinery a® against the manually operated 
press« 

I have not »*.«» ary of the edge' lettering on the type*3 XSOh 
dollars* & is must bt checked to see if it is genuine, to 

if' it. was applied, after the coins were struck, or to see 
whether old dollars were struck over. I have written to 
Johns Hopbine University for a oast of the edge of their piece 
kmt if Lynn Glaser could compare the lettering to a dollar of 
*n earlier cate we could find out-if th*re was a difference 
•in spacing or letters or anything of that nature* Perhaps 
sone numismatist, in Soltiwore, would favor us by looking 
at this piece. 

X have written to Anon Carter, Jr., who has the 1801, 1802 and 
X803 re strikes as well as an iBOh dollar of the third type 
bat not received a reply. X do not know hits, personally, 

■mid since you do know bin it would be well If you could write 
hin &nd ask bin to comply with my request. X asked him to 
am d we the restrike dollars excluding the 1806 and if he 
does that :; plan to ask his for the 18o6. WcaJLd you be able 
to elp encourage hi© sending them to me. 




Hmtoh 9, I960 


i*ege 2 

Hr. leaiiefch Bros sett 


If any racraber. of the group knows who might lend sue at X 60 I 1 
dollar of the latter type*pleas* respond. t£$ difficulty, 
of course, la' that any bolder of such a coin knows we arc 
going to cut it© throat and nay therefore be reticent. 

’ One of the great arguments about the 180k dollar 1© that 
the United States gqmfttqfrat die) r.ot wish its silver coin 
neltea up because of the deviatio in the price of gold and 
silver and therefore discontinued welting dollars. The 
Illogical part of that argument is that minor coinage was 
Issued is exactly the same proportions of silver so that 
anybody who had melting ideas could melt the ninar coinage up 
as well as the dollars. naturally, X realise that during the 
year 180U few quarters were struck, no half dollars were struck 
^nd no dollars were struck, leaving the tiny coirs at the only 
meltable possibilities. The silver value dust have cased 
slightly in X60£ and th«n increased again thereafter rel*t5ve to 
gold. Perhaps it just was not practical to us# half dollars 
for bullion a© dollars wore ouch ^ore acceptable u&rkatwlse. 
tfhe car answer net' 

Believe it or not, I *«t going to work a Ucb *nd a lioness 

Into the article to show that the loam of Huecat had no 
fiore to do with en 1801 dollar than Nasser. Thr date would 
h&v« meant nothing to him as he used Moh&aaed&n dating, 
anyhow. 

Good luck to everybodyl 

•Sincerely, 




•EHC ?. HKVH 1 I 




EDISON BROTHERS STORES, Inc 


March 9, I960 



Mr, Kenneth Bressett 
3610 10th Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 


d shows 


The correspondence of our gang is very ixTSc-wi^t. 
how much is still to be done on the 1801* dollar 


I have mow examined the edge lett^ing <ha three of t}\/a80U 
dollars, the Smithsonian piece, Jm® Massachusetts Historical 
piece, and the Reed piece, X yim tnoroKghly convinced that 

the edge lettering is legitimise s<nd w&e applied before the 
coin was struck and that the esp r^t^erijng was crushed 
against a plain circular collar iH^en^th^r coin was struck.. 

The diameter of these l80j.u^ollarsS^s *6rtually the same as 
the 1803 dollars which iere struck instho^j a collar. The collar 
was necessary because/of eS^essiveNur^Baure of 

the steam-driven macku-ne^y aw against tnVrnanually operated 
press, [ ( \ x 


I have not seen any o$X tnKedge ietjtering on the type-3 l80ii 
dollars. ThTgmust beNcheykecy to^ee if it is genuine, to 
see if it wwupplied aftSur wife ccins were struck, or to see 
whether oldr dollar* were s^ Xuc^ /over. I have written to 
Johns Hopd^na^nr^er^ty for a cast of the edge of their piece 
but if Ltfnn/ulaser ^ou!fed corapare the lettering to a dollar of 
an earlier o>^te we ebnlcKfind out if there was a difference 
in spaeing\or xetters/or I anything of that nature* Perhaps 
some numismaN^isV^ in/aalAimore, would favor us by looking 
at this piecewV / 


X have written to Ain on Carter, Jr,, who has the 1801, 1802 and 
1803 re strikes as well as an l8oi* dollar of the third type 


but have not received a reply. I do not know him, personally, 
and since you do know him it would be well if you could write 
him and ask him to comply with my request. I asked him to 
send me the re strike dollars excluding the I 80 U and if he 
does that I plan to ask him for the I 80 I 4 . Would you be able 
to help encourage his sending them to me. 





EDISON BROTHERS STORES, Inc 


Page 2 March 9, I960 

Mr. Kenneth Bressett 


If any member of the group knows who might lend me an 1801* 
dollar of the latter type,please respond. The difficulty, 
of course, is that any holder of such a coin knows we are 
going to cut its throat and may therefore be r^icent. 

One of the great arguments about the lSOi* dollar\is that 
the United States government did not wish its wilVer coin 
melted up because of the deviation in tho A gold and 
silver and therefore discontinued mel ti^dollars .V The 
illogical part of that argument is that was 

issued in exactly the same proportions of silverKp tS*t 


anybody who had melting ideas' coul 
as well as the dollars. Natural 
year l 80 ii few quarters were strj 
and no dollars were struck, 1 
meltable possibilities. The < 
slightly in l 80 f> and theninore 
gold. Perhaps it just was not 
for bullion as dollars jt&tg much 
Who can answer me? 



the minor fl^in&ge up 
ze that diVing the 
dollars were struck, 
y coins as the only 
'must have eased 
thereafter relative to 
use half dollars 
ceeptable marketwise* 


Believe it or not, V am/goirhg t^work aMion and a lioness 
into the article tol sh 6 w tha tN^he^mam of Muscat had no 
more to do fcith an MOirsdollar \ham Nasser. The date would 
have meant nothing td\hit\as heAsdti Mohammedan dating, 
anyhow. x x x 1 


Good luck 



Sincerely, 

ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1 2 2 0 M 0 U N 1 J AVENUE , H A C I N E , WISCONSIN 

March 16, 1960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I was certainly pleased to receive your latest letter. However, I 
do wish that you would address your correspondence to me here at 
WHITMAN, since mail service is a little better here than at home. 

Enclosed with this letter you will find all sorts of interesting 
bits of information that I have put together for the 1804 Silver 
Dollar story. The work that I have done on this so far is, of 
course, intended not to be a finished product, but only to show 
you the information that I have gathered so far. If anyone dis¬ 
agrees with the basic information contained in my notes, then we 
are going to have to back up and see what's wrong. Other than that, 

I am leaving it up to the rest of you to write an enjoyable story 
around the basic facts that I have revealed. 

Your mention of the Imam of Muscat sounds interesting. We also show 
that the proof sets were sent to Siam and Muscat in 1834, which was 
before the *04 dollars were struck. In John Forsythe's letter of 
November 11, 1834, he describes the case (see W. B.'s mono, on U.S. 
proof coins, page 1). If we could find that letter, we would know 
exactly what coins were included in these sets. 

I have still not been able to get an answer from Amon Carter, Jr., 
although I feel sure that we will get something out of him as soon 
as possible. I have written to J, J. Pittman to see if I can examine 
his 1803 proof restrike. I do not know of anyone else who owns the 
restrike coins. Do you know if Mrs. Norweb has any? 

I have not yet determined exactly when and by whom the Class III 
dollars were issued. At this point, I believe that the 1801-2-3 
proof dollars must have been made at that same time. The only 
positive information that I have is that J. w. Haseltine must have 
played a very important part in the restriking and that he handled 
the sale of most of them in the 1875-76 period. I shall attempt to 
write a chapter on these Class III coins as soon as I have a little 
more positive information put together. 
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One early author claims that there were records in the mint to prove 
that all of the 1859 restrikes that were called in were destroyed. 

Do you know anything about these so-called records? 

We are going to need to examine Edwin Hydeman's restrike that Abe 
Kosoff is selling and we also need a picture of it. Is there any¬ 
thing that you can do along these lines? 

Best of luck to you on your researching. 


sever 



Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEB:j am 


end 


cc: Walter Breen 
Lynn Glaser 





xmrcte tt, I960 


Mr. ICers ©th 8r©a©ett 
Vhit sen Publish lag Company 
1220 ftouad Avenue 
Siaeitie, Wiseonaits 

Dear Kens . • , '••*:•< 

You really are gathering fascinating data* 

1 have written Soaoff about the Idler dollar* as per the 

enclosed# I th v .afe ho will cooperate. 

The SJowQber XI* 183k letter from Secretary of "*tete John 
Forsyth© to the Mint Director, Seymour Moore* t ; ae supposed 
to be at fie Philadelphia Mint# X know Gilroy Mofeerts, the 
engraver, well enough so that X could ask him to send m a 
copy* It must bo .found* Perhaps Lynn* being in that area, 
could readily obtain it* 

As to tie 1801. 1802 ar.d 1803 re strikes* 1 m hoping: they 
are of t'.-e 1638 vintage arc have ©rushed letters on the edge. 

X telephoned Anon Carter* a pa la* and he was out of town. H© 
wiil return this Thursday* X wish you would write him and 
ask bin to eend ze the coins* 

I do not know of any official records that # 1 ® X&£S restrikoe 
were destroyed other than the eonsea comments by Cbappan in 
th® 1913 i.ytaan sale (July* 1937, Muni e~iat 1 st) where ho nays 
they wore 1870 and trad® by a nephew q£ the 1 superintendent 
of -th® sint. «o you think fee was completely ecu'fused, or 
referring to -.soaetblrg else? 

fhe 1861 correspondence shows that certain dies of the- recent 
past were destroyed, loos this m*m that ?euie* or ethers, 
had taken dies hone and not retimed them? 

Xounay note In „he vyaan-bow com lent* in th®. A#JV.#* he refers 
to tie lettered collar* Haseltla© also refers to th© collar 
used for the lettered edge of the Idler piece io the April, 
1909, numismatist. It is interesting to see that neither 
of then understood that a lettered collar was impossible to 
get a co*.n out of unless pieced# 





Xar«ft 22, 1960 


**&m 2 

■ l r • ixt'r-'.ith Bre a m tt 


Have you, in jour notes, determined the source of the -excerpt 
in the <?uly, 193?, Suoiaiiutiat on pap 6lk? It certainly Is 
after 188£ and X would like to know its source. 

I hove an important natter relating to beading, which needs 
check leg on • 2he beading on the iBOh dollar nay ba the sane 
as on the l80fc eagles* Bo you know anyone who would know 
how many dies of the 1801* eagle exist? X have found only 
am die, so far, in looking «t pictures of ten of them in 
the catalogues. My final thought is that It Is entirely 
possible that the four of the jS6li dollars was used la eon- 
section with a mti&l made in .the United States Hint* Is 
there any way you know of finding out which lie dale were mtim 
in th& mint prior to 181*0“ 

Any answers any of you car give ne to any of the foregoing, 

I would appreciate. 

This ’cooperative effort'is. really fun. 


Cordially, 


, . *uIC p.u m> 

B^/atb 


OCi Hr. Walter Breen 
r. Lynn Glaser 

?,S. t have received a letter from the Americas Philosophical 
Society indicating that they do net have the notebook of 
tvilliaw EuBoia. Ail they have is two letters from him con¬ 
cerning the loan of books. Hie obituary is in their proceedings, 
Volume 20 (1883). Vfeere did you get the idea that his note* 
book was there? 

HPH 




Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1 2 2 0 MOUND AVENUE , II A C I N E, WISCONSIN 


March 25, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6i|.50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I feel sure that Kosoff will answer your letter. I have written 
to him twice but he never seems to get unbusied, enough to answer. 

Lynn should be able to get the Forsythe letter from the mint. I 
hope that he will take that as an "assignment”. 

It seems logical that the 1801-03 restrike dollars should have been 
made in the I 8 I 1 O period. However, I still feel that they are con- 
temperaneous with the Class III dollars. First, because they made 
theirnriginal appearance along with a Class III dollar in 1876 and 
, because the word CENTS on the edge is doubled just like 
the Class III lettered edge coins. We really must compare specimens 
of these coins side by side to confirm this theory. 

I wrote to Amon Carter March 2. Perhaps he will answer all of us 
when he returns on the 2l|.th. If not, I will try to contact him 
again. 

He: Chapman* s statement about the 1870 issue made by a nephew of the 
superintendent. I do not think that he was completely confused but 
only that he had the date mixed up and meant to say i860. See my 
enclosed article from Mason*s Coin Collector*s Magazine for the details. 
I consider this article to be one of the most accurate and important 
pieces of information that we have turned up so far. 

Re: The 1861 correspondence. It is perfectly true that certain dies 
did leave the mint and were never returned. I am sure that you are 
aware of many of the restrikes that Haseltine, Dickeson and others 
made from dies that they "owned”. One large lot of dies apparently 
were returned to the mint, however. See the article in the NUMIS¬ 
MATIST of December, 1910, page 258-259 for the Important details of 
this episode. 

Re: The 1937 NUMISMATIST article. This apparently came from Chapman*s 
Collection Catalog of May lk-15, 1885, page 2^-25 (when he sold the 
Dexter dollar). I do not have this catalog to check. The article 
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was reprinted in Evans 1 History of U. S. Mint 1892; Perhaps with 
certain additions they brought the article up to date. Evans notes 
that the article was taken from Chapman's catalog. 

I have checked eight or ten photographs of 1804 Eagles and I can 
find only one original pair of dies and one pair of the restrike 
dies. The earliest listing of mint medals that I have found is dated 
1873* This was in the AJN of October, 1874, page 38-39. 

My reason for saying that the DuBois notebooks were at the Society 
is because of the following article--looks like I must have misin¬ 
terpreted its meaning: 

"Mr. DuBois was similarly faithful in keeping his notebooks of 
observations and experiments; and these volumes constitute an in¬ 
valuable legacy upon outside subjects. He has left large and varied 
literary remains, including private notebooks covering a period of 
forty years--suggestive at times of Paschal. Some of his principle 
papers were contributions to the American Philosophical Society, of 
which he has been an active member since 1844.” 

The above was taken from his obituary which appeared in the American 
Journal of numismatics, October, l88l, page 44 -. 


1 sever 



Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEB:jam 


cc: Walter Breen 
Lynn Glaser 





3012 Joshua fid. 
Lafayette Hill, Pa . 


D e ar Ken, 

I was glad to see that you have made a considerable amount 
of pro ress at you r end of the line at least. Your account / 
of the originals seems fine, I thinfe an additiona 1 refutation" 
of the 5am of .luscat getting an 04 is the fact that he acctually 
got a few proof sets not the complete set of coins he was believed 
to have gotten, 

I hope to be able to see the Derbe stuff when Walter goes 
throu; h it. Has any one written Werner recently? 

I wrote the AD'S asking them to list the coins left o t 
of the second Linderman sale., I hope they will do it for me. 

Whitman seems to be making money, I see you have a new type 
writter. You didn’t say any thing about that negetive 

I asked if you would for me and send to Dr, Judd so 

I’m sending it any way. If you can’t do it send it back if yo.. 
can there is no rush. 

Do you think we can easially locate t ose patterns I listed 
as ones wh could include in the . ono? It would be nice to be sure 
Jfchat they were all struck with the same rev, die, (i, e, £>7»d,9 
proff rev. die,) 

Jo you know any good places to start looking for info, on 
Stellas, Commercial Dollars, Goliod etc. I am thinking of doing 
some Research in that direction ffh a possible article. This 
may seem like a sudden changes from the Count erf iet and Lovett 
stories, but I originally thought that the counterfiet one would 
be an easy fast one to write, but it might not be and it looks rater 
boreinj if I had to work on it for a long period, Th e Lovett one 
I am still gathering info, on but have post phoned any active 
work till summer. Are there any unanswered questions about these 
coins? Etc. 

I don’t remember whether I mentioned it in iqy last letter bnt 
alter still thinks that the 04 restruck eagle might h ave the 
same &f the same punches as the 04 dollar', (the punches were put 
in the 04 ea c le die lightly this accounts for some of the difference. 
Best. 

Sincerely 






March 30 , i 960 


r. Kenneth Sr©ssett 
l hitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenue 

Hacine, Wisconsin 

Dear Keni 

X spoke to Aaon Carter and ho will send me his 1801-3 
restrike dollars and sis© his iSOii dollar* 

Have a new crazy idea that the r&aaon for th© buckling 
of the class III dollars is because the edge lettering 
was put on after the coins were struck and the squeez¬ 
ing between the guides cai^sed the coins to buckle and 
that the dies did not buckle* 

I have found confirmation that the edge lettering used 
in th© early dies of the mint was put on by straight 
rather than curved guides* 

tour information is terrific and I an delighted to 
check and reebesek to get t© the facts* 

Glad Lynn is ;*oi»g to get the letter at the mint* 


Cordially, 


sexc p, mum* 

tim/ atb 


CCs Mr* Lynn Glaser 
r* alter Breen 










April 1, I960 


r. Kenneth Bros sett 
Whitman ublishisg Company 
1220 Hound Avenue 
Raeino 9 Viaeon sin 

. Dear less 

this letter is written by & really disappointed character 
“■ received .the IdCl, 1002 ar.d 1003 dollars belonging to 
Amon Carter and none of th^m are the restrikes, all of 
them being the regular typ© of dollar, in nice condition* 
the 1101 is a gorgeous proof of Rolen4©r ho Aho re fore, 
no ir formation has been obtained fro m then; however, 
r„ Carter has promised to send rie the X80h dollar which 
he has as soon as these particular dollars are returned* 
He doesn’t want these returned until the middle of April, 
v- on he will be in Fort Worth* 

It now becomes necessary for all of us to try to locate 
the 1801, 1802 and 1803 re strike pieces, I will write 
!rs. horweb# Will you be kind enough to write your 
sources, end baiter and Lynn may be able to give us other 
eucreetlons. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC ?; usmttn 

b ' rt ;/atb 


CC: Hr. Walter Breen 
' 4 r. tynn Olaser 









April h 9 


1960 


r. Kenneth Oressett ' 

Whitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, ^Iseonaln 

' liter Ken 2 

■n the Lyman catalogue (See also lay I960 Scrapbook), • "'• 

»a» says th*t the Typ e n 1806 dollars were strut 
nephew of the superintendent in 1ST0 and, sold' the ft for 
^200 each. The Superintendent got them back, if this was in 
1858, then who is the Superintendent and who is the nephew 

James ^©3 9 Snowden seests to be director of the Mint from 
1853 to 61. Where did his nephew. Col. A.Louden Snowden, 
work £**« until he became ooiner in 1866? Low says in the 1509 
P that, a son who was a clork did It and to save hia father 
from disgrace the coins ucrv called in. Mean say a the, urre 
Offered by Jacob M* fiekfeldt in i860 at i70.00. 

Chapman say a in the May li*, 1685 sale that they were struck 
in 1858. The Chapmans seeta to keep their record of being 
uninformed, misinformed, and liars besides. 

The a or respondents* bn tween ©Hack and the Boston group %n 
1861 says $ 75*00 was the price. 

how who do you think made the 1858 pieces? 

Sincerely, 


i'sac Pm 


.Sm I think I lu-ve found' why *'eal« was fired in 185’. I '-ere- 

ting dies of medals. 

P.F.S. I have borrowed the Lyman plates of the 1801-02-03 
dollars. Shall X hero them photeed for you? 




Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1 2 2 0 MOUND AVENUE, U A C I N E, WISCONSIN 


April 5j I960 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
6I+5>0 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I am glad to see that you are making good progress on the l 80 i| 
Dollars despite the few disappointments. I will be quite anxious 
to get photographs of the Hydeman Dollar when Abe sends them to 
you and I would also like to have a copy of your photo of the 
Bryan Reed coin when you get them. 

It was indeed unfortunate that Amon Carter’s coins were not the 
restrikes. I still have not received John Pittman’s 1803 but 
I will surely get a chance to see it next month at the Rochester 
Convention, if he does not send it before that time. The only 
photos that I have are of the Mougey and Lyman specimens. There 
are obverse photos only in the Cleneay Sale and some of these 
coins went to Mougey. 

Lynn is going to try and obtain the Forsythe letter. 

We all seem to have different ideas about the Class III coins 
and little positive information has been revealed to date. I 
feel confident that after examining a few of these coins, we 
will be able to more clearly determine how and when they were 
made. 

Sincerely, 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 



Kenneth E. Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 

KEB:jam 

cc: Mr. Walter Breen 
Mr. Lynn Glaser 



Whitman - 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1 2 2 0 MO UNO AVENUE , RACINE, WISCONSIN 


April 13, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
61|5>0 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I hardly know how to answer your latest letter because I certainly 
do not know who it was that made the 1858 restrikes. However, I 
can answer some of your questions and add a few more bits of infor¬ 
mation so that we can all become thoroughly confused. 

Colonel A. Louden Snowden accepted the position of Register ten¬ 
dered him by his uncle. Director Snowden, May 7, 1857 • He held 
this position until he became chief coiner in 1866 , so it is 
entirely possible that Colonel Snowden was the clerk referred to. 

On the other hand, Henry R. Linderman received his appointment as 
chief clerk of the mint, 1855-186Lj., through his uncle. Senator 
Richard Broadhead, and one of the early authors claims that it was 
"to save an uncle who held a responsible position from disgrace”. 

Low, of course, says that it was the son who was the clerk and to 
save his father from disgrace, the coins were called in—this, of 
course, could have been J. R. Eckfeldt, the son of Adam Eckfeldt 
and Mason 1 s story that they were offered by Jacob Eckfeldt seems 
to tie this in. 

If Breen can furnish us with documented evidence about his state¬ 
ment in "Proof Coins struck by the United States Mint” that "James 
Ross Snowden began restriking on an official basis having given the 
secretary of the Treasury official notice of the fact on or around 
February 25, 1859,”then we have a strong case linking this Snowden 
with the restriking activities and his reluctance to answer the 
B. N. S. inquires and the fact that he must have destroyed all of 
this correspondence, would seem to incriminate him. 

I have just located an interesting article in the American Journal 
of Numismatics, January, 1870 , page 72, where Colonel A. Louden 
Snowden, the chief coiner of the mint, stated that he has entire 
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control of the dies and gave positive assurance that to his 
knowledge there was not a single die existing back of 1869* 

Regarding Chapman's goofy statements about the l80k dollars; 
we must remember that Henry Chapman was apprenticed to Haseltine 
in 1874 and undoubtedly knew the true story about the dollars 
but simply made up his own version to cover up the truth in each 
of his sales. 

Regarding the price of the restrikes in l86l; the story that I 
have pieced together from four or more different articles is that 
someone from the mint, possibly Bckfeldt, Jr., sold one of these 
to William Idler for $70 and Idler In turn sold it to Major C. P. 
Nichols of Springfield, Massachusetts (a member of the B. N. S.) 
for #75. One other piece was reportedly sold to a Mr. Cogan. 

Apparently, sometime after 1861 when Pollock began an investigation 
prompted by the B. N. S. correspondence, these coins were returned 
to the mint. I can find no positive evidence that the mint had 
their plain edge specimen before 1885 and, in fact, very few col¬ 
lectors even knew about the -e - v - idea cs of these coins before 1885. 


Now here are a few questions that perhaps you can answer for me: 
Just when did the mint acquire their plain edge coin? Does the 
Swiss Thaler really show as the under-type; I have not been able 
to detect this in the photographs. If this coin was really used, 
why^did they pick a coin that was underweight to begin with (385 
grains) and had a reeded edge that they must have removed to make 
the coin even more underweight ( 38 I -.5 grains). 

You may find some good information about Peale being fired in 1854 . 
See Breen’s article on page 11 of "Secret History of the Gobrecht ' 
Dollars’, where he states that Peale*s collection of old dies and 
hubs reverted to the mint cabinet in 1854. 

I have the Lyman plates and so I do not need your copies of thera-- 
thanks anyway. 


1 sever, 



Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEB: j am 


cc: Lynn Glaser 
Walter Breen 



Apr* Ip (*o 


D e ar Ken, 

I had hoped to have some more info, by now but have actually 
cone up with very little. 


I have disapointing news on the Fors elite iletter. I am enclosing 
a copy of the acting suptd, letter saying that the records prior 
to 1900 are in the archives etc* and all that bull, I will see 
if I can get to it from another angle e* g. the chief coiner, a 
frieddof BG's. haybe he knows something about if. 


ho you have the plates for the . aris sale of 1886? If so find 
out about lot 149# It is aj 1 >38 dollar PE. iaris s * ■ . 

denies, the oldest Pliila. collector cans: ronember Col* mawo'en making 
3 and says they have plaing edges" This does; 
value except to verify wha t we already knew, that Snowden made 
res trill es of Gobr echts. 


Your letter to ERA; lour idea thatkxExannoc^ Oh a.A Eckfeld 
an made^the restrikes is interesting, I had carelessly ruled out 
the Ec.If elds because J. B. was much too young at the time and I 
figured that J, R. was spotless, maybe I was wrong on the latter 


wa iv$P 


I wonder whether the mint kept the Qype II hidden until! c.lSop? 
ESyiII£;:hSXItIn.o cmIChharly>hdiht^Ibhg^hCLLreaQvnr,-ihixih spad l 1 If 20 
why were electros openly (. ) sold, L&ybe they were suposed to be 
Oype Ifc (?). 

hy do you want to know about eale being fired in *54? This 
probably has something to do with the AWE1UEAS OF J.B.L. and not 
the 04 as far as 1 know* 


So, I sec the 04 eagle was not restruck from a die made with 
the same punches as the 04 Off course we are still interested. 
Do you realise we have no info, what so ever about this. 


Best. 


Sincerely 







Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 1220 M 0 LI N 0 AVENUE , H A C I N E , WISCONSIN 


April 1$, 1960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
61j50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5» Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for the copy of Walter’s letter. I did not 
know that he had been ill and I was happy to have this 
explanation of his silence and glad to see that he is 
making some headway on the I 80 I 4 . research. I checked 
on the Snowden letter in the NUMISMATIST of October, 
1953. This certainly is very interesting and would be 
a must for inclusion in our book. 

Of course, the correct spelling is Bosbyshell. My two 
versions were simply typing errors. Walter is correct 
in doubting the origin of the Rosenthal story; in fact, 
we will have to suspect the history of all of the ’Ok’s 
before the pedigree that I have given in my outline-- 
obviously none of them were ever received in change or 
over the counter of a bank, etc. 

Am enclosing a copy of the article from the December, 
1910 NUMISMATIST and I am also sending a couple of other 
interesting paragraphs that are taken from the 1881}. 
Woodward auction of the Ely collection and his 1885 
sale of the Randall coins. 


’sever. 



Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 

KEB:jam 
end. 

cc: Walter Breen 
Lynn Glaser 




April 19, I960 


Mr. Lynn Glaser 

3012 Joshua Road 

Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania 

near Lynn; 

Keep working on the Forsythe letter| I am sure that you will be able 
to track it down one way or another, 

I do not have plates of the 1866 Maris Salef only fifty were made, I 
do have a priced catalog, however, and her© is the description of Lot 
Ho, Hi9s 

1838 Dollar, Beautiful brilliant proof in silver. Plain edge. 
¥m. J, Jenks, the oldest Philadelphia collector, declares that 
that the original Dollar of 1838, had a plain edge similar to 
the 1836, He remembers Col, Snowden making the restrikes, and 
says they had milled edges. This Is probably the first ever 
offered with plain edge, and is the only one I ever saw. 

You can see that this is just exactly the opposite of what your cata¬ 
log said l The fact that this piece brought 1.1? and the following 
lot, an 1839 dollar with milled edge, brought "36 seems to indicate 
that the must have known the coin to be a restrike and not an 

original, 

Going back to the Woodward Sale of 1883 when the WiIlian J, Jenks 
collection was offered, I found Lot Ho, 118—1838 original (reeded 
edge) it9* Lot Ho, 119, 1839 original 39.$0, all of which should 
prove that collectors at that time seemed to realize that the plain 
edge coins were the restrikes. If we can make any sense out of 
Jenks 1 statement, then it was Col. Snowden who made the restrikes. 

As I said before, I can find no positive information as to when the 
mint acquired their plain edge specimen l8(>4 dollar. Apparently, 
they did not have it when Linderman wrote a’short story for the AJH 
about the mint collection in 1876, Tho first sale of an electrotype 
made from the mint's plain edge coin was in Jenks collection men¬ 
tioned above, 

I think that we should wait until we can sit down and talk a bit 
before lining up any more of your manuscripts for publication by 
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the WHIT MAT? company, I am sure that you realise that the type of 
material that would be of use to us is something that must appeal 
to a large grouo of neophite collectors and is not quite the kind 
of material that you would be apt to be producing. 

* sever. 


Ken Bressott 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 

OB 5 jam 
end. 

cc: Eric Newman iS 
Walter Breen 






April 19, I960 


Mr. Walter Breen 

311 East 72nd Street 

New York City 21, New York 

Bear Walter: 

Really sorry to learn that you have been sick again but glad to know 
that you are up and around at last. I will send a copy of your 
letter to Eric and as you know, I have been sending copies of all 
of my correspondence to all three of you. 

I will not be in Detroit and probably will not get to New York City 
either although Dick plans to attend, both of these* I will, however, 
be in Rochester and Boston. It looks like Boston will be the b©3t 
place for us to get together. 

Your arguments for the 1801-03 dollars being struck along with the 
Class III coins seem; to be in order and fits in nicely viith the 
other information that we have on these coins. It still leaves you 
wondering, however, just when and why the 1833 - 4-5 half dollars were 
made. 

I was really hoping that you woul ' know who Marshal Mlllward was. 

I have never heard of him before and can find no mention of him. 
Fuiman is more familiar. John Nexsen, in his 1891 AJN article men¬ 
tions P. W. Furman of Providence, Rhode Island, as owning one of the 
l8olj* s believed to be an altered date. In this same article, he also 
notes a specimen in Liverpool, which he believed to be an alteration. 
Undoubtedly, both this and Mason 1 a refer nee to the Liverpool speci¬ 
men refer to the Watters coin. The only coin in Mason*s article that 
worries me Is the restrike that he claims turned up in -orristown. 

New Jersey--perhaps this was another alteration also. 

* sever, 


Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PN3L1NMING- COMPANY 

KEB: jam 

cc: Lynn Olaser . 

Eric Newman 1 / 
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April 20, I960 


Hr* Kenneth Bressett 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 

Dear Ken, 

I have learned how edge letters were put on early coins* Hot 
by a curved bar, but between two straight bare, both of which 
were lettered* The coin rolled only a half circumference* 

That is why the overlap In edge letters Is in two places* 

I have written oonfirraation as well as proof from the coins* 

This is very important, in my opinion* The device must have 
been still on hand when Class III were made* 

I finally received the picture of the Idler dollar, from Kosoff, 
so it is available for publication. First he sent me a picture 
of an 180k dollar with an altered iw I think we should publish 
the alteration too as it is so well done* 

I am now looking forward to receiving A»on Carter’s 180k dollar 
any moment* 

X have the plates and catalogue of the Haris sale of 1886, 

for Lynn, and would like to know what he wants. 

I am convinced that Pe&le was fired in 18£J* because he fiddled 
with dies* He recovered the dies for the medals along with 
Adam Fckfeldt. This must have taken place long before I8$k 
when it was announced in Congress* He doesn’t say where he 
recovered them and my guess is that he recovered them from 
himself* 

With respect to Forsyth’s letter, X think it is appropriate to 
write directly to the National Archives, and I presume Lynn 
will do that* It may also be advisable to write to the Archives 
to obtain copies of the diplomatic correspondence with the 
Imam of Muscat around the time of the Forsyth letter to see 
what was sent* If Lynn wants me to do that, I will be glad 
to* 

Can’t anyone find an 1801, 1802, or 1803 proof restrike dollar! 
Mrs* Jorweb has not answered me as yet. 
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Hr. Kenneth Bresaett 


April 20, 1960 


I ed convinced that Col. Snowden, the Eekfeldts, DoBoia, 
Peal©, and all o£ the gang knew about the 180U u originals 11 
and the 18£8 re striking. The mint was a mass of incest so 
each covered for the other. 

It looks like we are almost ready to do some writing. 


Sincerely, 


ebic p. mwmfr 


EPS/atb 









r 


April 26, I960 


Hr. Kenneth B res sett 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 

Jteer Ken, 


I now have Asaon Garter*s 180k dollar for examination. The edge 
lettering is definitely genuine, in© only problem is whether 
tne edge lettering was rolled on before the coin was struck 
or after. My own feeling is that the coin was probably struok 

in a plain collar, that the edge was then lettered which, to 
some degree. Blight have expanded the outside of the face of the 
coin. The rin or any wire edge could then have been filed 
down as it shows a substantial number of small cratch or file 
waPKa abound the area where the face® and the edge come together. 


fhe rust spot under the left serif of th# U la small and there 
are a couple of other tiny rust spots near it. 2b* coin shows 
some wear and shows no signs of ever having been a proof. If 
you have a picture of it already there is no use for me to 
have a separate picture taken. The e^gle*® breast and head are 
very weak ano the lettering on th© ribbon between is unread- 
? ent ®5- fhm coin » *s you know, is substantially 
double-struck on the entire right side of the reverse making 
sow© of the beaoing look like the roots of molar teeth and g 
the lettering irregular. 


On© of the things which really bothers me is that I cannot 
convince myself, conclusively, that the dies could not have 
been made in 180U. the beading could have been put on in X8Ql* 
using th© radial line punch with the bullet-nosed end, as was 
used on some of the 180*> and 1806 half dollars, to create 

feeding. In 100lt the old dies could have been 
placed in a latoe and cut back to create the flat border at 
the outside of each surface, this would remove the outer portion 
I* aQd leaVe wh&t would aPP»*r to be beading. 

no **«* cn for cutting a flat border 
into toe die, in ldpli, but if an old 180 U die had been found 
a*d was to be struck with a cellar on a steam press then the 
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Mr. Kenneth Sressett 


April 26, I960 


aetftl would have to expand somewhere since It could no longer 
expand outward* The reason the dies could not have been used 
in the old screw press was that the old screw presses were 
sold for ^unk when the mint sieved in 1836* 

Can any of you give me some way to disprove that an old 1801* 
die could not have been machined for the purpose of reuse? 
Since no 18Oh normally struck dollar exists that is not enough 
argument. 

I realise the ease of reprodixction of these dies in I8h0* The 
original punches were available and the transfer press made 
diemaking easy* The probability that two reverse dies would 
never have been used is also slight* I admit the 1801, 1802 
and 1803 restrik© dies could not have remained unused in the 
period during which they were dated as they were desperate 
for dies and overdates so Indicate* It would ^ust put my mind 
at ease if one of you would give me a reason why the iSOlt die 
could not have been made in X 80 li and be machined down at the 
border in 181*0 and misused at that time* 

I hope this gives all of you something to think about* 


Sincerely, 


- ERIC HEWMAM 

E?f?/atb 

GC* Hr* Valter Breen 
Kr. Lynn Glaser 








Whitman 

PUBLISHING COMPANY • 12 2 II MOUND AVENUE , l\ A C I N E , WISCONSIN 

April 29* I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I am glad to see that you have turned up so much new information 
on the dollars. Things seem to be shaping up pretty well now so 
perhaps we can begin some actual writing before too long. I, too., 

believed that a straight bar was used for edged lettering. I am 

glad to learn that you have additional proof of this. I am also of 
the opinion that this lettering device -rot ilave been on hand when 
the Class III coins were made and I have an idea that all of the 
Class III coins were lettered with this bar after they were struck. 

In fact, there is a possibility that all of the ’’restrikes" were 
made cl 859 and a certain few of them were given the lettered edge 

at a later date. I have no real proof of this, however, but if we 

could find proof that the lettering bar was discovered at the mint 
sometime after 1859* this might explain why the Class II coins have 
a plain edge. If we eventually learn that all of the Class III coins 
and all of the 1801-2-3 restrike dollars have the same defect at the 
word CENTS, then I think we can safely assume that these coins all 
were lettered from the same bar at the same time. The fact that the 
mint's plain edge dollar and the restrikes that I have seen all have 
the same die alignment, leads me to think that they could have been 
made at the same time. The advanced state of the rust spot at U 
on the plain edge dollar would also support the theory that this 
coin was made after the Class III coins, I am not forgetting, how¬ 
ever, that it is entirely possible that the die was re-polished and 
part of the rust removed at a later date. 

Can you furnish me with a duplicate photograph of the Idler dollar? 

I do not need a picture of Amon Carter's coin if it is the Adams- 
Lyman piece. I have the photograph of this coin from the Lyman Sale 
--if Carter's piece is not this coin or if you think you can get 
a better photograph of it, then I would certainly like to have it. 

I have not yet received a proof specimen of the 1801-2-3 restrikes. 

I expect to see John Pittman's next month. A small hoard of these 
coins supposedly exist and I am trying hard to get the opportunity 
to examine these pieces. I will let you know immediately, of course, 
if anything develops on this. 
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It seems strange that the Linderman specimen is the only Class III 
coin in proof condition; especially so when we consider that the 
1801-3 dollars which may have been made at the same time, are always 
in proof condition. It is also hard to explain why most of the Class 
III coins are more or less double struck on the reverse side. Undoubt¬ 
edly, the reverse die was not held properly in the press when these 
coins were made. Perhaps this will give us some clue to the striking 
sequence. I have also noted that the mint‘s plain edge specimen shows 
this same evidence of die shifting. 

You have an interesting theory about the 1804 dies being made in that 
year. I had not thought of this before and can think of no reason to 
doubt that your theory could be correct. I would like to give it a 
little more thought and investigation, however, before accepting this 
as gospel truth. It Is hard to believe that they would have unused 
dies available in the mint and at the same time continue to use the 
same reverse dies (Bolender A & B) for most of the 1801, 2 and 3 
coinage. The practice of altering dates in the mint further proves 
that they were very frugal with their dies. 

To answer a question in one of your former letters concerning why the 
mint ceased coinage of silver dollars, I can now quote the following 
letter: 


Department of State, May 1, 1806 

Robert Patterson, Esq., Director of the Mint: Sir, —In consequence 
of a representation from the director of the Bank of the United States, 
that considerable purchases have been made of dollars coined at the 
Mint for the purpose of exporting them, and, as it is probable that 
further purchases and exportations will be made, the President directs 
that all the silver to be coined at the Mint shall be of small denom¬ 
inations, so that the value of the largest pieces shall not exceed half 
a dollar. 

I am, etc., 

(Signed) _ James Madison 


'sever. 


KEB:jam 

cc: Mr. Lynn Glaser 
Mr. Walter Breen 


Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 








April 29, I960 


Mr. Walter Breen 

311 E. 72nd Street 

New York City 21, N. Y, 

Dear Walters 

Let me start off by explaining that I did not know about Snowden*s 
letter that you published in the 1943 NUMISMATIST when I wrote to 
Eric, Your rather vague mention of this evidence prompted my sug¬ 
gestion that if we could find documentary evidence, we could have a 
good case against him, I am glad to know that you had this evidence 
in the actual form of a letter and the article, as you published it 
in the NUMISMATIST, will certainly bear repeating In our book, 

I doubt that the Morristown, New Jersey coin was the 1803/4 dollar, 
(1.) Mason called it a restrike and (2,) the 1803/4 was In the col¬ 
lection of John Haigh, Sommerville, Massachusetts in 1891 and he 
obtained it from Antram, New Hampshire some years before that date. 

It was in the Saltmarsh Sale April, 1892 but subsequently withdrawn 
as an altered date. 

It would be worthwhile if we could determine when DuBois made the 
1804 electrotypes. He made copies of their Brasher Doubloon as 
early as 1863, but I have found no 1804 electrotypes earlier than 
1883* It is hard to explain why they made electrotypes of the Class 

II coin rather than the original. My theory would be that they 

want* it o publicize the coins with the second reverse possibly 
to aid in the sale of the Class III restrikes. 

I still haven*t figured out yet why they used the second reverse on 
the restrikes unless they had mislaid the original reverse for a 
time. If the 1801-3 dollars were struck contemporaneously with the 
Class III coins, then surely they had both dies available and could 
conceivably have struck more coins exactly like the so-called 
"originals”. As I mentioned In Eric*s letter, I am not ruling out 
the possibility that the 1804 dollars could have been made only in 
cl840 and e1859s the 1859 issue all being with plain edge. Theoret¬ 
ically, sometime later an edge lettering bar could have been found 
and the edges lettered. If this were true, it could also be possible 
£hat the original 1804 reverse was found at the same time and the 
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1801-2-3 dollars made. I suppose It Is also possible that some hubs 
or punches were found at some date In the late l860*s enabling mint 
employees to make the 1801-2-3 dies and/or an edge lettering bar. 

Colonel Archibald Loudon Snowden lacked only three months of being 
twenty years old when he entered the mint in 1857* He was born 
near Carlisle, Pennsylvania August 11, 183?, Apparently, he served 
as register or clerk until the outbreak of the war when he apparently 
organized a regiment of volunteers. Shortly therafter, he returned 
to mint service upon urgent solicitation from the director. Whether 
or not this was in 1866 when he accepted the position of chief coiner, 
I do not know. His tenure as chief coiner lasted from 1866 to 1877 
and he served as director from 1879 to 1885, 

In a Woodward Sale of 1881 I found a very amusing story about a 
certain Colonel, I cannot tell if this referred to Snowden or not 
but certainly Woodward had no love for him: "He entered the army 
as a non com, and emerged as a Colonel—when his back is turned, the 
neighbors pityingly tap their foreheads and say the non com. part is 
evident enough now, but *we can't see* the Colonel (non com. in the 
vernacular is short for non compos mentis, in which sense the neigh¬ 
bors use it; just what our hero means by it he has never explained^" 

I hope you are over your virus now and feeling your old self again, 

'sever. 


Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 

KEB:jam 
end. 

Mr. Eric Newmanv^ 

Mr. Lynn Glaser 


cc: 





April 29, I960 


Mr, Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua Hoad 
Lafayette Hill, Pa, 

Dear Lyons 

Thanks for your latest letters, I don*t believe that the research 
on the *04 dollars should stop just yet but admittedly we seem to 
have turned up about all of the information possible. Now we are 
going to have to fit this information together and try to make a 
workable story out of it. 


Your accounting of the 1804 coinage is interesting and accurate 
but net new. This has been published in several different places. 
Checking through it I found only one mistake which X think was your 
typing error. On February 11 only one specimen was reserved for 
assay making a total of seven just as you had noted. Further con¬ 
firmation of this is found in a newspaper from Northampton, Maas,, 
dated March 5* 1805 where it states that the following coins were 
STRUCK in 1804, This is from a report to the president by the 
director of the mint covering a period from January 1 to December 31* 
1804, 


19*570 

156,519 

6,736 

8,265 

756,838 


Dollars 

500 

250 

100 


1*055*313 

l#|f3 

34,475 

7*327 


¥ 

$10 

fe a 

m 


I guess there is very little else for me to comment on in this letter 
since you will be receiving copies of my letters to Eric and Walter 
containing additional information. I am also enclosing a couple of 
interesting articles pertinent to the 1804 coinage. 


1 sever, 


Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 

KEBs jam 
end. 


coj Mr, Eric Newman 1/ 
Mr, Walter Breen 







Hay 5,1960 


Dear Ken Walter and Lynn: 

Excuse ay typing as ay secreatry should not be accused 
of doing this letter* 

Ken 1 o comments in his h/29/60 letter are important*! agree 
that we are ready to write as soon as someone gets hold of the 
1801-2-3 restrike dollars*! am sending back Carter's I80ii today 
and hope I get his restrikes shortly/ 

Ken,forget the lettering bars being mislaid or lost.They 
were always available but the difficulty of using them either 
before or after coinage with a collar apparently resulted in the 
plain edge being produced*^ will wriie up the edge lettering 
section as I am making a drawing to show how the edge was put on 
the coin.Then you all oan try to tear it to pieces* 

I think you have hit on the solution when you say that 
the plain edge dollars and the restrikes were probably struck 
at the same time.The plain edge pieces were probably not destroyed 
in toto and had to be concealed for a while.Then they got edge 
treatment to make them look more like originals and had their 
edges turned down where neceesary*The second reverse could have 
been used because the first reverse was much more rusted,both dies 
having been made in 181*0 and the 1801-2-3 having been struck in 1859 or 
in 18UQ afc8».( Must see the edges of the 1801-2-3 before being 
in a position to assert the foregoing). The die allignment is 
too identical to be accidental on the class II and classIII* I 
imagine that the die alligc^ent on the 1801-243 will be 180 degrees. 

The photo of the l80h Idler dollar is enclosed for Ken. 

It is lousy,but that is what Kosoff sent me* 

I am enclosing for Ken the rust spots on the T J greatly 
enlarged.This should be shown in Order to show that the second 
reverse was not used when first made. 

Incidentally the lack of rust spots,Lynn, is not positive 
evidence as a little grease or oilfilth can beep & die from rusting. 

Tou cannot take out a rust spot except by xiKefdc&gxh cutting deeper 
and this is hard to do In the field or in a letter. 

I know of the May 1,1806 Madison letter which we must 
publish but I even have a comment In 181*5 of why dollars were 
discontinued In the early period* Half dollars had equivalent 
value in silver if anyone wanted to melt them.Illogical about 
the dollars but true. 

The Archives have found a lot of letters etc concerning 
the dismissal of Peale.If anyone thinks this is Important them 
I will order microfilm (Will cost less than $7*50) colonial 

Keep rolling.! am really having fun.It's stopped my^eoln resear 
I do not wish my prevlos letter to be construed that I 
think the 1802* dies were made in l80i*,but I want positive evidence 
that they could not have been if possible. 
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May IT* I960 


Dear Lynn, Eric and Walters 

It looks as if our work on the *04 dollars is nearly finished. 

These following remarks are bits of related Information and obser¬ 
vations of mine that I think will be well for all of you to consider 
when putting the final story together. 

I think that we have made some good progress by all agreeing that at 
least some of the Class III coins were struck at the same time as 
the plain edge specimen and had their edges lettered at a later date. 
I think that we will have to check the die alignment and possible 
double striking of all Class III coins In order to confirm this 
theory and determine whether or not some of the Class III coins may 
have been struck independently at a time later than 1859, 

I now have a possible explanation of when and how the Class III coins 
were made. Look it over, tear It apart as much as you can and then 
tell me what you think of it: 

By 1865 all of the *original* 1804 dollars had been given or traded 
by mint officials to prominent collectors and friends. The Cohen 
specimen was probably the last piece to go. You may recall that he 
had several other related patterns in his collection including a 
Judd No, 254 that probably all came from the same source. 

The price and demand for patterns had dropped considerably In the 
early 60*s because collectors had become aware of the restriking 
practices in the mint. The price of 1804 dollars, however, had con¬ 
tinued to rise through it all and undoubtedly DuBois could see that 
it would be best for them to produce a few more *04 dollars. He 
probably made a temporary effort to supply the demand by making 
electros of the mint specimen. Just why he picked th© plain edge 
specimen for his electros is a little hard to say. My guess is 
that he wanted to make the second reverse known to collectors since 
he was probably at that time contemplating issuing the hoard of 
plain edge coins that someone was hiding In the mint. He may also 
have been afraid to use the valuable original for fear of damaging 
it. However, he apparently harbored no such fear in 1842 when they 
made electros to be used In the engraving process on Saxton*s ruling 
machine, ® 
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Also remember that James Pollock was in office at that time (l86l- 
186?) and he apparently made a sincere effort to stop the restriking 
practices. To make my story complete we must here assume that when 
Pollock gave orders to stop restriking activities and destroy all 
old dies, he also made it clear to those responsible that the plain 
edge 1804 dollars should be bought back to save the mint from dis¬ 
grace* that the dies should be destroyed, and that he‘444 make trouble 
for anyone in the mint issuing surreptitious coins in the future. 

If we could find documentary evidence of this, my story would be 
just about complete. For the time being, however, let’s assume that 
this is reasonable and go on from here. 

By the time that Linderman succeeded Pollock (1867-1869) and A. L. 
Snowden took over (1866-1876) they had a situation whereby there 
was a demand for 1804 dollars but collectors and dealers were aware 
that the plain edge coins were restrikes and did not want them. 

Someone in the mint had a hoard of five to seven of them but didn’t 
know what to do with them. 

It appears to me then that sometime between 186? and 1873 must have 
been the period when the edges were lettered and the coins once 
again offered for sale. 

Throughout 1869 to 1872 Mickley made several trips to Europe with 
the expressed intention of buying coins for himself and the mint 
collection. In 1873 Linderman also made a trip to Europe with much 
the same thought in mind. It is well to remember here that at least 
two originals and one of the restrike dollars found their way to 
Europe at about this time. All of this was at a time when patterns 
rarely got out of the mint except to very special friends and speci¬ 
mens were not even placed in the mint collection. 

Dealer Leviek claims to have been offered plain edge coins and 1801- 
03 proof dollars in 1869, The statement was made some years after¬ 
wards but if we can accept It as correct, we might then conclude 
that in their effort to make unusual patterns or desirable pieces in 
the 1867-69 period, they used the original 1804 reverse and either 
had or made 1801*03 obverse dies and quite probably made these as 
plain edge coins, (remember, I am assuming that Pollock had the 
obverse and reverse of the restrike 1804 dollar destroyed el862-63). 

If all of the above could be proven or accepted as true, we might go 
one step further and assume that when Eckfeldt died in 1872 and DuBois 
became an assayer he may have inherited this hoard of plain edge dol¬ 
lars dated 1801-04 and made a quick decision to sell or get rid of 
them about the time that Pollock passed his very strict coinage act 
of 1873, being afraid that Pollock would put more pressure on them 
in an effort to eliminate these activities. 
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At this point they must have gathered together ail of these plain edge 
dollars and run them through the lettering device which,apparently, 
squashed them out of shape and produced the concave/convex appearance 
that we have noted. This may have been Haseltine*s suggestion or they 
may have offered the coins to him in a lot after they had completed the 
edge lettering* Whichever it was, I am certain that Haseltine got the 
lion*s share of them. 

Haseltine had at least four of the Class III coins at one time, J, C, 
Randall, his friend, once stated that he saw them and had a chance to 
buy them. We can also trace at least four of the seven restrike coins 
directly to Haseltine, and the others; Linderman, Rosenthal and the mint, 
never left Philadelphia. It is also significant that when Haseltine 
first started selling the Class III coins, it was in connection with a 
set of 1801-03 proof dollars that he said he obtained in Europe. 

It may also be significant that his father-in-law,Idler, (also of Phila¬ 
delphia) was the first dealer to buy a plain edge 1804 in 1859 (paid 
$70 and subsequently sold it to Major Nichols for $75) and he also 
owned one of the first Class III coins and started making electros of 
It at least as early as 1875* 

If my theory about the 1001-03 proof restrike dollars is correct and 
they were made cl868, then we have the answer as to why the original 
reverse was used and why these coins have a sharp proof appearance 
quite unlike all of the 1804 dollars and yet also have edge lettering 
identical to the Class III coins. This would also explain why no 
specimens were preserved for the Mint Cabinet and why none of the 
prominent collectors like Stickney, Mickley, etc., received specimens 
for their collection. My guess is that most of the 1801-03*s went to 
Europe for trading purposes with Linderman in 1073. He may also have 
taken the Berg specimen and directed the purchaser to resell the coin 
to Dealer Haseltine at a later date, (which he did). 

Switching to the 1833-35 restrlke half dollars for a minute, we might 
note that these were probably made cl840*along with the ’original* 

*04 dollars and this is why specimens were placed in the mint collec¬ 
tion. The coins seem to be so rare that they never did get into othzz 
prominent collections. 

Switching back to Idler and Haseltine again, let f s remember that he/'u/^^- 4 ') 
was a prominent Philadelphia dealer in 1873 and always on the lookout 
for unusual coins that he could sell. His restriking of the Confederate 
cent in 1873 shows his willingness to deal with coins of this nature. 

Idler started his coin business in 1858 and and the next year he started 
Issuing advertising tokens in close imitation of rare coins. After 
Director Snowden Issued a request for all Washington pieces so that 
he could add them to the mint cabinet (1859) Idler made several Wash¬ 
ington items and quite possibly gave them to Snowden to establish their 


x • • • • " 
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friendship—perhaps he even traded some to Snowden for desirable 
patterns. 

A couple°problems still remain to be solved and of course we really 
should examine all of the Class III dollars and restrlke dollars of 
1801-03 to tell If my theory holds up. One of the questions that 
bothers me is why the mint saved that particular plain edge coin 
that had been struck on a foreign dollar with the reeded edge shaved 
off. My only explanation is that this coin was the sharpest and 
most perfectly struck piece,(posslbly because of the alloy in the 
Swiss Thaler*) I have not seen the coin yet but I assume that it 
did not have the concave/convex effect that the Class III coins 
have. Undoubtedly, the coin was placed in the mint collection before 
the rest of the plain edge coins received their edge lettering. The 
exact date when the mint received this coin would be very important 
to us. If we could even establish exactly when BuBots started making 
electros of it, we would have a good clue, 

Eric, you did not mention the die alignment of Amon Carter’s *04 or 
the Idler dollar that Kosoff has. This Is very important* Please 
try to find out, I don’t know what sort of a story you are working 
up about Franklin Peale but I assume that you are trying to implicate 
him with the coining of the 1804 dollars since he was chief coiner in 
1842 and apparently very much interested in restriking activities. 

Well, this is my third and final chapter in the 1804 story. Let’s 
see what each of you can do with it. 


sever. 



Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 


keb;jam 
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May 20, I960 


Mr* Eric P. Newman 
61i50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I hope you have finished with my rather lengthy letter of the 
day before yesterday. Here is a little more junk that I just 
thunk up. 

The enclosed chart may prove to be good evidence against the 
1804 dollar dies having been made that year. The point that 
I mean to bring out in this list is that only the small sized 
dies for the ten cent piece and |>2|r gold piece were made with 
a plain k. The one exception to this is the single half cent 
die. The plain 4 in this particular die is quite unlike the 
4 on the other 5> half cent dies of that year and may have been 
made by the same careless amateur who prepared the stemless 
wreath reverse die that was used with it. Furthermore, Walter 
Breen points out that die evidence shows these plain 4 half 
cents were possibly struck in 1805. 

After finishing my latest letter to you I asked myself why it 
was the DuBois, Eckfeldt and/or Snowden knew how to use the 
lettering bar cl8?3 but not in 1859. I think that I have now 
found the answer to this in a letter written by DuBois in 1873 . 
This letter was written to Hon. H. R. Linderman, Director of 
the Mint, in answer to his request for DuBois to supply him 
with information about the experiments made at the mint in 1860- 
61 with the intention of preventing the fraud of "filling" gold 
coins. 

(This refers to gold coins that were sawed in half, the interior 
removed and replaced with a disc of platinum; Then the two 
halves joined together and the edge soldered with gold). 



- 2 - 


I will not quote all of DuBois’ letter here. You will find it in 
the AJN January, 187 k, page 6£. It is well worth reading. In the 
first part of the letter he states the he was assisted by Eckfeldt 
in carrying on his experiments during i860 and l86l. One of the 
coins that they must have worked on was Judd No. 269, a copper 
fifty cent piece of i860 that shows an attempt at lettering the 
edge. I have written to Dr. Judd to try and obtain this coin so 
that we may better understand just what they did. The part of the 
letter that was most interesting is as follows. Remember, this is 
DuBois speaking in l8?3J 

fl Now, in regard to the prevention of the fraud of 
filling, only two modes seem to be worth considering. 

First, the door to this business is at the rim or 
periphery of the coin; the place where the reeding stands 
as a sort of chevaux-de-frise to keep out intruders. It 
would be a good thing to strengthen the defences at this 
circumvallation; in plainer terms, to fashion the rim so 
that it cannot be tampered with or imitated without easy 
detection. Formerly we milled a legend, in sunken letters, 
on this part of our silver half-dollars. 

In France and Belgium, and recently in Spain, the 
gold coins are protected in the same way, but with raised letters 
while in the German Empire, and some other countries, the 
thing is done as we used to do it. 

Undoubtedly, it would be far more difficult to imi¬ 
tate or renew this lettering, whether raised or sunken, 
than the rib or reeding. They do that by making a new band, 
and going over It by the mechanical operation of a ”nurling 
machine”. Men of great skill may make the lettered edge, so 
as to be a fac-simile, according to the truism, ”¥hat one 
man can do, another man may do;” but I am strongly of the 
opinion that it would take too much time and labor to pay 
well. At any rate, it seems worth while to make the experi¬ 
ment.” 


T sever. 


KEB:jam 


Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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June 17* 1960 


Hr, Valter Breen 
311 Bast 72nd Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Walters 

You have brought out some very ood points In criticizing my 
latest theory on the l8o[* dollars. I have not heard from Brie 
Newman so I do not know how he feels about It, 

I certainly agree with you that we must examine all of the 
restrlkes before corning to any positive conclusions and, in 
fact, I said this In my letter. The photographs that I have 
are worthless as far as comparing the rust spots. An examin¬ 
ation of this nature will have to be done on the coins them¬ 
selves using a good glass. From what X have seen I am not 
entirely convinced that there Is any appreciable difference in 
the size of the rust spots on the restrlkes, Sven if the re- 
striking was done at several different times betwean 1859 and 
1873* this would not change my basic reasoning about the way 
that the edges were lettered and the coins released to collectors. 
The die rotation position and the loos© reverse die which produced 
the appearance of a slight double outline on the plain edge coin 
and some of the Class III coins is too much of a coincidence to 
overlook, 

I am aware of the silver dollar reverse die that was saved and 
used after Pollock* s Coinage Act of 1873 (Judd 11:20-1-2, U|70-l.) 

I have asked Dr, Judd for a description of this rovers© die and 
his opinion as to whether it was used on other coins or not. He 
has not found time to answer me yet but promises to soon. It 
seems possible that the die could have been made after 1873 with 
existing punches and not necessarily represent a die that had 
been saved against Pollock*® orders. Here is beviek*s statement 
that X referred to. As I said before, this was made some years 
after 1869. He does no*' use the term "plain edge" but how else 
could he "tell at a glance" that it was a restrike. 
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"The origin of that wonderful lS04 dollar becomes more clearly 
distinguished as time advances. J, f* T. Levlck authorises us 
to say that one was offered him in 1869, but he "took no stock 
in it” because he saw at a glance that it was a restrike; a former 
collector who called at our office, stated that he saw and could 
easily have obtained one at the time, but ho would not buy. Old 
Philadelphia dealers say that the number offered at sale bears 
no comparison to the number privately offered and sold, and that 
the supply from the old woman*s hoard down in Jersey is by no 
means exhausted. 

It is now also positively known that dollars of 1801, 1802, and 
1803 were re struck by the same parties who restruck the l804 dol¬ 
lar. These wore called "proofs from abroad,” and found a ready 
sale among collectors,” 


I have just examined John Plttman*s restrike 1803 dollar and the 
1833-3)4 and 35 half dollars. I will send some pictures and des¬ 
criptions in my next letter. Apparently, the restrike half dollars 
are extremely rare. I can only locate his set and the ones in the 
Smithsonian. An 1834 and 1835 sold in the George H. Earle* Jr., 
Chapman Sale, June 25-29, 1916. See the photographic plates if 
possible. No. 2951, 2955. 

My first impression of the l801 and 1803 silver dollars is that 
they may have been made at two different times l The rust spots 
on the 1803 obverse and the advanced die crack through the date 
of the 1801 tend to confirm this. 

* sever, 


Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 

KEBjJ am 
end. 

cc: Lynn Glaser 
~ric Newman 










June 17 , I960 


Mr. Lynn Glaser 

3012 Joshua Road 
Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania 

Dear Lynns 

Looks like I owe you a couple of letters. Can’t remember if I 
ever thanked you for the 1&0!> photograph from the Wet more Col¬ 
lection. They x«jere excellent. 

The prices of the 1943 copper and 1944 steel cents in the B. G. 
Sale were very interesting. Could you arrange to send me a 
price list when it is published. 

Your offer to write reviews of all of the principle l8o4 dollar 
literature is a good idea. I hope that you can start on this 
soon. 

We had better forget about the so-called hoard of 1801-02 and 03 
dollars that Dave mentioned. I spoke to Jim Ruddy recently and 
he said that the whole thing was only a vague rumor and probably 
doesn’t even exist. 

I am surprised and disappointed that Lou Werner would not allow 
us to use the Zerbe material. Perhaps as you say, it would not 
help us very much. Just the same I am going to ask Vernon Brown 
if he has copies of the Zerbe papers. He did at least have the 
Zerbe information on their Rosenthal dollar. 

Walter, too, was interested in my theory about the plain and 
crosslet 4’s on the l8o4 coins and has given additional informa¬ 
tion to support this theory. While this is not positive proof 
that the 1804 dollar dies were not made in that year. It is 
certainly good evidence. The fact that date punches were used 
in preparing 1804 dies is further demonstrated by the five dollar 
gold piece with small 8 punched over a large 8 that was intended 
for use on the ten dollar piece. I have just examined the 1834 
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proof re strike half dollar and find that this is a plain and 
the style of the 4 is exactly like that on the l80lj. dollar. 

I don f t think that I have any complete list of dies that left 
the mint. The following dies were in the Kickley Sale of 18?8 
and were seized by U. S. authorities as government property: 

1806 obverse of dime; 1806 obverse 25 / piece; 1807 obverse of 
a half eagle; l8ll obverse and reverse of half cent; 1816 obverse 
and reverse of cent; 1817 obverse and reverse of cent; 1820 
obverse of half eagle; reverse of 25 / piece ol 820 and lastly, a 
miscellaneous lot of hubs and dies, obverses and reverses of 
American coins, ’eight pieces, broken and in poor condition. 

Of course there were many other ies that got out of the mint. 

The NUMISMATIST article of 1909 that I referred to previously 
tells about some of them but does not go into detail. We can 
pretty well guess about some of the other dies that must have 
been used outside of the mint. 

I would have no purpose in working on an article like this so 
go ahead and do whatever you want with it. 

It could do no harm to write to the Turkish Government and see 
if the set of proof coins is still there. I doubt, however, that 
you would get a reply. 

Does B. G. have any books on the coins of Popes? I would like 
to get several good references on this series. 

The Burt Britton article seems to b© okay Just the way you have 
it. Go ahead and send it in to Dick Johnson. 

1 sever. 


Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 

KEBs jam 

cc: T 'alt er Breen / 

Brie Newman \s 











J\m© 29, 1960 


Messrs. Walter' Breen 

Kenneth Bressett 
Lynn Dlaser 


Dear Walter, Ken and Lynn, 


I received the microfilm of the natters involving 
Franklin Peal® and the charges against him. It seems 
that prior to the discovery of gold, in California, 
the Mint employees had ample time on their hand© and 
whenever they did, they began to play. Adam Eckfeldt 
must have started all this and Peal© followed suit 
ar.d Peal® got caught, the argument between Peals 
and Long&ere is set- forth at length* 


Sincerely, 


BPlT/atb 
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August 2, I960 


Dear Eric, Lynn and Walter: 

Here are a few more notes for the l8o4 dollar story. I haven’t 
heard from any of you lately with specific plans about when or 
how you are going to begin writing this story. We seem to have 
a great deal of information put together now and since we prob¬ 
ably will not turn up much new information, I hope that we can 
get together and finish off the book soon. I would certainly 
hate to see your interest die out now that we have gone so far. 

Enclosed is an interesting paragraph by David Proskey; a new 
sheet covering the Berg Specimen to replace the one that I had 
sent previously; and photographs of John Pittman’s 1803 restrike 
dollar and 1834 restrike half dollar. 

The 1803 dollar is the one from the Mougey Sale of 1910. It is 
a perfect brilliant proof with frosted head. It has a very high 
wire rim--the edge is extremely thick, exceeding the rim in some 
spots. It is struck slightly off center with normal die align¬ 
ment. 14- The edge lettering is very poor--weakly struck in spots, 
letters missing and blundered especially at the word CENTS (CCNNS), 
A portion of the edge has no lettering and appears to have been 
shaved down. The piece shows no signs of being concave or convex. 
There are many rust spots on the obverse, particularly at the date 
and around the fourth star on the left hand side of the coin. 

These same rust spots on the Lyman Specimen definitely indicate 
that the Lyman coin was struck after this specimen. The die break 
through ITED to wing tip is definitely more advanced than on any 
of the original 18 oLl dollars. 

In checking photographs of the restrike coins in the Mougey and 
Lyman Sale, I noticed that the 1801 Lyman coin has a much larger 
die break on the obverse (extends from star through date) than 
the Mougey piece. This would seem to indicate that the 1801 and 
1802 restrike dollars were made at two different times. 
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The 18324 . restrike half dollar has small date and letters and 
large stars. The 4 is plain and looks very much like the 4 on 
the 1804 dollars. This piece shows no signs of being concave 
or convex and has the proper die alignment. It is a proof of 
the old style that you would expect to find from that period. 

It does not have a high wire edge. The edge lettering is very 
weakly struck in spots and there is some evidence of reeding on 
the edge. I guess that is all that*s new for now. Hope to hear 
from each of you soon. 


* sever. 



Ken Bressett 

Numismatic Editor 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEB:jam 


end 



September 16, W SO 


Hr. Kenneth Bressett 
Whitman Publishing Co. 

1220 Hound Avenue 

Racine, Wisaoasln 

Dear Ken, 

X have been on vacation and for that reason you have not 
eard from ~e on t o 1606 dollar matter, the only In¬ 
formation I sincerely yan ed was to see the 1801, 1002 , 
and 1803 re strikes, but stnca you have soon on© of them 
perhaps that mill have to do. 

Do you have a fine photogra h of the®, because I think 
th© figures in the date should b© compared to other 
figures used for similar .dates • 

If yon want m© to, 1 mill start to writ© a portion of 
the history, particularly the nancer in which colas 
were mad© at th© Hint in 1806 as compared to i860 and 
proof that the dies were not rmd© until th© later date. 

X certainly wish I had more time to put to it but X 
use hobby time only. 

Kindest regards. 


Since ely yours. 


brio ?. mmnn 


SPS/atb 








September 16, I960 



Mr* Kenneth Bressett 
Whitman Publishing Co 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 


I have been on vacation and for tha-t-^ 
heard from me on the l80l* dollar/jj*6T^ 
formation I sincerely wanted ugfs/to se 
and 1803 restrikes but since/yefu hav©y 
perhaps that will have to doX\ /y 


Reason you^Xve not 
ik* The only in- 
bjthe 1801, 1802, 
/seen one of them 


Do you have a fine photogxsLiJh o 
the figures in the datd^ahoijd 1 
figures used for similar date's^ 


>r\t#eta, because I think 
beNrbJipared to other 


If you want me to, 21 
the history, particu! 
were made at the Min 
proof that th^S&s 1 


*t I to write a portion of 
Mnnpr in which coins 
/s compared to 181*0 and 
lade until the later date 


X certain; 
use hobby 


/wish I h, 
irae only* 


time to put to it but I 


Kindest regards 


Sincerely yours. 



ERIC P. MSWHAM 


BPN/atb 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
64^0 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I have had no word from you for a long time. I trust that 
everything is going all right and that you are still inter¬ 
ested in the 1804 dollar story. Walter, Lynn and I had a 
long discussion on the subject at the Boston ANA Convention 
but did not come up with any new ideas or plans for putting 
the book together. Each of us seems to feel that we have 
just about all of the information that we are going to be 
able to turn up on the subject unless we can examine several 
of the dollars themselves to study die breaks, rust spots., etc. 

I think that now is the time for someone to begin putting the 
information that we have into story form. Would you be willing 
to start? The rest of us will try to help in any way you 
suggest. 


ffH!TMA3f 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks for your two latest letters. I am glad to know that 
you have been on vacation and that is the reason why I have 
not heard from you sooner rather than any lack of interest 
in the 1804 story. In my letter of August 2 I described the 
1803 re strike dollar and sent pictures of this coin and the 
1834 restrike half dollar. Will these pictures be good enough 
for you or did you ever receive that letter? 

Nothing much new has turned up on the 1804 dollars during the 
past month. I did get to my personal library and find a copy 
of Chapman 1 s 1885 auction catalog. I will give you a recap * 
of what is in here as soon as I go through It. 

I hope that you will start writing part of the lBoIj story, as 
you indicated in your letter. I realize that yon must be 
pressed for time but will appreciate anything you can do. 

Is there anything that you can tell me about the Lima type 
Brasher doubloon. I am quite anxious to have your opinion on 
this niece, since we would like to have the GUIDE BOOK as 
authoritative and up to date as possible. 










Whitman 
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September 21, I960 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks for your two latest letters. I am glad to know that 
you have been on vacation and that is the reason why I have 
not heard from you sooner rather than any lack of interest 
in the 1804 story. In my letter of August 2 I described the 
1803 restrike dollar and sent pictures of this coin and the 
1834 restrike half dollar. Will these pictures be good enough 
for you or did you ever receive that letter? 

Nothing much new has turned up on the 1804 dollars during the 
past month. I did get to my personal library and find a copy 
of Chapmans 1885? auction catalog. I will give you a recap 
of what is in here as soon as I go through it. 

I hope that you will start writing part of the 1804 story, as 
you indicated in your letter. I realize that you must be 
pressed for time but will appreciate anything you can do. 

Is there anything that you can tell me about the Lima type 
Brasher doubloon. I am quite anxious to have your opinion on 
this piece, since we would like to have the GUIDE BOOK as 
authoritative and up to date as possible. 


«fm 


i-w- o-h nil convinced with your theory about the PR 


q.q.©SB©j;g u©x 



‘U0A0S 4 



•Supqe©^ tino 04 puBKiioj 2up;ooi one XpuiBaa© 

non RT norm r*\TiT-r o „_3 ^ u . -r 











October 10, I960 


Mr* Kenneth Bre3sett 
Whitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 

Bear Ken: 

You are trapped - (1) A specific gravity test on the PR 
won't show anything but the metal the coin is mad© of* It 
won't help determine the full weight or the area, (2) 

Just name some silver coins which are 10 % off in weight even 
though a 12 grain standard and less than 60 grains in 
weight is 16-2/3.^ reduction at least, 

Xou are fun to argue with so don 1 1 stop nowl 

I have oegun writing on the I80U... I suggest that at a 
convenient cate you corn© here for the weekend. lour 
company's only expense will be your transport* Stay here 
at the house and we will go over all phases of the* I8OJ4. 
book. Bring all your data and perhaps you will have by 
then rough drafts of portions I have written. What do 
you think? It is high time we raeet* 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

EPN 

atb 






